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Holy Week and The Cross in Song 
 

One of our riches as The Church is our songs and hymns. As Easter approaches this year, I would like you 
to meditate on two great hymns about Christ, the Cross, and our relationship to them. I encourage you to 
read each of them several times throughout the coming weeks. Let the Spirit work in you gradually over 
time. Know there is no right or wrong meaning, only what the Spirit is working in you at this moment. 
 
 

O Sacred Head, Now Wounded (ELW 351;Text by Paul Gerhardt, 1607–1676 & Arnulf of Louvain, d. 1250) 
 
1 O sacred head, now wounded, 
with grief and shame weighed down, 
now scornfully surrounded 
with thorns, thine only crown; 
O sacred head, what glory, 
what bliss till now was thine! 
Yet, though despised and gory, 
I joy to call thee mine. 
 
2 How pale thou art with anguish, 
 with sore abuse and scorn; 
 how does thy face now languish, 
 which once was bright as morn! 
 Thy grief and bitter passion 
 were all for sinners' gain; 
 mine, mine was the transgression, 
 but thine the deadly pain. 

3 What language shall I borrow 
to thank thee, dearest friend, 
for this thy dying sorrow, 
thy pity without end? 
Oh, make me thine forever, 
and should I fainting be, 
Lord, let me never, never 
outlive my love to thee. 
 
4 Lord, be my consolation; 
shield me when I must die; 
remind me of thy passion 
when my last hour draws nigh. 
These eyes, new faith receiving, 
from thee shall never move; 
for all who die believing 
die safely in thy love. 

 
When I Survey the Wondrous Cross  (ELW 803; Text by Isaac Watts, 1674-1748) 
 
1 When I survey the wondrous cross 
 on which the prince of glory died, 
 my richest gain I count but loss 
 and pour contempt on all my pride. 
 
2 Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 
 save in the death of Christ, my God; 
 all the vain things that charm me most, 
 I sacrifice them to his blood. 
 

 See, from his head, his hands, his feet, 
 sorrow and love flow mingled down. 
 Did e'er such love and sorrow meet, 
 or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
 
4 Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
 that were a present far too small; 
 love so amazing, so divine, 
 demands my soul, my life, my all.

 
May the Risen Christ work in you through these hymns so that you may come to live more fully out of his 
redeeming love for you. 
 
Pastor Burgess 
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REMINDER:   Please notify the church office either by calling (203) 238-1248 or with a note placed in 

the offering plate when a family member is/will be hospitalized so the church can provide appropriate 
care and prayers for you and your family member.  Thank you for your help. 
 

  

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

 
Richard M. Burgess, Pastor:   (860) 462-6545 

pastor@immanuelmeriden.org 
 

Diane Murphy, Administrator:   (203) 238-1248 

office@immanuelmeriden.org 
 

OFFICE HOURS 

9am-1pm Monday-Friday 

 
 

THE NEXT VISITOR 

Articles for the May Visitor will be due no later than April 24th it needs to be 
in the mail by April 26th.   
Thanks, Diane 
 
 

Another way to receive Immanuel’s Visitor  
If you wish to receive Immanuel’s monthly newsletter via email, please email the office 
at office@immanuelmeriden.org using the email address you want the Visitor sent to. 
Please note “Visitor email listing” in the subject line.  
 

Just a little reminder 
Let the office know if you are heading off to a warmer climate for a few months or are away at 
school. Having your away address on file helps us better keep in touch. We can even mail your 
Visitor directly to you. Please call Diane in the office at (203)238-1248 or email 
office@immanuelmeriden.org remember to let us know when you return.   
 
 

The Word in Season 

Copies of the April, May and June 2019 issue of the daily devotional The Word in 

Season are now available. This quarter includes devotions for Holy Week, the 

Ascension of our Lord, Pentecost and The Holy Trinity. This little devotional is packed 

with ways to begin or end each day centered in God’s word. They are a great addition 

to everyone’s Easter Basket.  
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Walking the Labyrinth for Good Friday 

You may have noticed that Augustana Hall has a lot of brown lines painted on the floor. These 
form what is known as a “labyrinth”. “The labyrinth is a form of walking meditation, an effective 
tool for many who seek a grounded and imaginative spiritual journey and deeper self-
knowledge. . . . There is one path that leads to the center and back.” (from “Walking the 
Immanuel Labyrinth”) 
 
On Good Friday (4/18/19) the church building will be open from 9 – 1 (normal office hours) for 
anyone who wants to come and walk the labyrinth in observance of Good Friday. It can take 
only a few minutes or as long as an hour if you choose to linger, and there are instructions at 
the entrance. Please consider walking the labyrinth as you meditate on Christ’s Passion on this 
most holy of days. 
 

 

 
 

Dinner Church with Father Mike 
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Thank you to the congregation and friends for saving the Box Tops for Education.  Please 

continue to save the Box Tops. Below is an example of what they look like: 
These labels are sent to the Navajo Lutheran Mission in Arizona.  
 
A collection box is attached to the bulletin board, outside Augustana Hall.  
Please continue to save these labels for this worthy cause. Cindy McCarthy 

 
 

The Library Task Group 
Visit Immanuel's library and check out our displays.  Below is a list of just a few of the books 
available for the Season.   

Lent is on the Way 

Family Devotions for Each Day of Lent 

Programs for Lent and Easter 

The Library Task Group 

Kim Freeman, Joan Chasse', Bev Lange 

 
 

Property Committee Clean Up! 
The property committee is planning a spring clean-up on Saturday April 13th at 8:30 am. The 
rain date is Saturday April 20th at 8:30 am.  Thanks, Paul 

 
 

Martin’s Messengers 
Martin’s Messengers had an ongoing Beanie Baby collection during the last quarter of 2018 
through the first quarter of 2019.  Through the very generous donations of several of our 
congregation members and their families we were able to send 3 large boxes weighing over 
100 pounds to Operation Gratitude.  These small stuffed toys have been deployed to our 
active troops in war zones to give to children there as an act of friendship and good will. 

We also have been asking for knitters and crocheters to make hats that can be used as helmet 
liners which help cushion the helmets for comfort. We had 1 large box to include as well.  
Thank you to all for your kindness and support. Doesn’t it feel wonderful to contribute where 
there is a need! 
 
June Barton 
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR FAMILIES AND FRIENDS TO JOIN IN   
     
DINNER CHURCH  Wednesdays 4/3, 4/10 @ 6:30pm 

Dinner Church is worship; God’s word, fellowship and a pot-luck meal. 
Bring a dish to share if you are able.  Should your schedule not allow you 
time to cook, come any way-there is always enough. 

  
PALM SUNDAY  April 14 @ 9:45am Worship-Holy Communion, Procession with Palms, 

Knute Ogren, Director of Development and Communications for Calumet 
will participate in worship and be present at fellowship to answer any 
questions about Camp Calumet.    

     
MAUNDY THURSDAY   April 18 @ 7:00pm Service of Eucharist (Immanuel/All Saints) and 

 Foot/Hand Washing- With nightfall our Lenten observance comes to an 

 end, and we gather with Christians around the world to celebrate the 

 Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

      
GOOD FRIDAY   April 19 @ 9am-1pm Labyrinth open for walking. 

April 19 @ 7:00pm Good Friday Worship (All Saints/Immanuel) - The  

passion according to John, which proclaims Jesus as a triumphant king 

who reigns from the cross.  9am-  

     
EASTER SUNDAY  April 21 8:45am The Easter celebration begins with breakfast; invite your 

family and friends to join in. Festival Worship-Holy Communion follows at 

9:45am. 
 

 

                                    Alleluia Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed! 
 
 
Remember to attend worship while traveling. Traveling for business, vacation or wintering 
elsewhere are great opportunities to praise and thank God with different brothers and sisters in 
Christ. ELCA congregations can be found on both the New England Synod website 
www.nelutherans.org and the ELCA website www.elca.org under “Find a Congregation”. Or 
worship with sisters and brothers in Christ of another denomination or experience a Non-
denominational service. Remember to bring back a bulletin and post it in the hallway.    
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Registration has begun for Resident Camp 2019 at Calumet.  

A summer full of faith and fun 
 

The cost for one week at resident camp will be $665. 

Transportation is available for an added fee. Partial 

reimbursement camperships may be available from 

Immanuel. Registration forms are on the bulletin 

board in the main hallway.   

 

The 65 sites for Family camping and Day Camping for Kids are also popular options. To 

learn more about all of these opportunities check out Calumet’s website 

www.calumet.org  

 

 

Calumet Next Level Campaign 
Calumet is the outdoor ministry for the New England Synod, located in West Ossipee, NH. They offer 
summer camping experiences along with year-round adult programs and retreats. They are currently 
working to add/upgrade bathrooms, purchase a new walk-in fridge, expand office space and the 
Welcome Area for the Conference Center and upgrade the accessible entryway and parking spaces. 
They are requesting congregations/councils make a “gift that makes sense”.  
 

So, a special and noisy offering will be collected during worship on Sunday fellowships on 4/7 and 4/14 
(Palm Sunday when Knute Ogren will be here). Gather up some coins and bills to make some noise for 
Calumet. 

 

 

Knute Ogren, Director of Development and Communications for Calumet 

will be our worship leader on Palm Sunday, April 14th. Come to praise God 

and experience the excitement of Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem. 

Grilled cheese sandwiches and tomato soup will be served at fellowship 

following worship.   

 

 
Easter Sunday Breakfast and Worship  

Invite your family and friends to participate in this most Holy of days. 
 

Breakfast will be served before worship on Sunday, April 21st beginning at 

8:45am. There will be a free-will offering to cover the expenses; any money 

collected over costs will go towards Immanuel’s general fund. 

 

Festival worship with Holy Communion will begin around 9:45am. 
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During December 2018, members of the Gladys F. 
Hertweck Memorial Trust gave a gift of new toys to the 
CT Children’s Medical Center. Members and friends of 
Immanuel also filled up a large box of toys. Below are 
the “thanks” we have received. The note is posted on 
the bulletin board in the hallway. 
 

 
“Dear Immanuel Lutheran Church, 

Thank you for your generous donation to Connecticut Children’s Medical Center. 
Your donation helps us provide support and encouragement to our patients and 
families.  

Sincerely, 
Child & Family Support Services” 
 

 
 

April Celebrations 

 HAPPY BIRTHDAY               HAPPY ANNIVERSARY  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
       
      

 
 
 

John and Cindy Zuber  4/18 
Diana and Brian Clancy  4/22 
Pam and John Adamski  4/24 
Wendy and Mark Becker   4/28 
 

Beth Ann Crawford  4/02 
Justin Barnes  4/04 
Joseph Dingfelder  4/06 
Aaliyah Langner  4/07 
Debra Bazzini  4/07 
John Gade   4/08 
Jessica Mosier  4/11 
Dianne Gardinier  4/13 
Joyce Chrzanowski  4/13 
Diane Gardinier  4/13 
Jeff Peterson   4/14 
Christian Poleshek  4/14 
Robert Fredericksen 4/16 
Joshua Perzanowski 4/16 
Janet Gordon  4/20 
Charlotte Gardinier  4/20 
Susan Zagorski  4/21 
Aidian Fox   4/22 
Jim Freeman   4/25 
Rita Bates   4/30 
Lorna Ayers   4/30 

https://www.connecticutchildrens.org/

