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Advent Waiting and Holy Fatigue 
 
During Advent we wait for the coming of Christ. We wait for Christmas when we remember the 
coming of Christ as an infant in the manger in Bethlehem. We wait for Christ to come at the last 
day when he will raise us from the dead and usher in the Kingdom and the fullness of salvation. We 
wait for Christ to come into our lives today into the times and places of our lives. 
 
And Scripture tells us how to wait:  
 

3A voice cries out: 
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 

make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
4Every valley shall be lifted up, 

and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, 

and the rough places a plain. 
5Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 

and all people shall see it together, 
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” (Isaiah 40.3-5 NRSV) 

 
While we are saved by the power of God’s grace alone, we are also called to be agents of God in the 
world, working to build the Kingdom here and now, not by frantically forcing the Kingdom into 
being but by joyfully waiting on the Lord and becoming vessels of God’s grace and power. We are 
called to wait on the Lord and allow the Lord to work through us. 
 
How are you waiting? What are you allowing God to do through you this Advent? 
 
It is easy to become cynical about “The Holiday Season”. But, an alternative is to stop fighting and 
go with the flow. The flow of the Holy Spirit as we wait for Christ to come – to Bethlehem, in the 
resurrection of the dead, and especially into our lives today in power. 
 
Where do you see the hungry being fed, the naked clothed, the sick ministered to, the imprisoned 
visited? How can you jump into the flow of God’s love in these places, not with your own power but 
in the power of the Spirit? 
 
As we allow God to work through us, we may still find ourselves tired at the end of the season, 
possibly even more so than usual. But it will be a good tired, a holy fatigue of being used by God as 
we wait. 
 
And the glory of the Lord will be revealed as the mouth of the Lord speaks and works through you.  
 
Peace on earth and good will to those whom God favors,  
Pastor Burgess 
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REMINDER:   Please notify the church office either by calling (203) 238-1248 or with a note placed in 
the offering plate when a family member is/will be hospitalized so the church can provide appropriate 
care and prayers for you and your family member.  Thank you for your help. 
 

  

CONTACT INFORMATION: 
 

Richard M. Burgess, Pastor:    (860) 462-6545 

pastor@immanuelmeriden.org 
 

Diane Murphy, Administrator:          (203) 238-1248 

office@immanuelmeriden.org 
 

OFFICE HOURS 

9am-1pm Monday-Friday 
 
 

THE NEXT VISITOR 
 

Articles for the January Visitor will be due on December 27th and mailed on 
December 29, 2017. Please get your articles in on time.  Thanks, Diane 
 

 

 

Save the Date 
The Annual Congregational Meeting will take place on Sunday, January 21st, immediately 
following our regular service that day. The rain date in the event of inclement weather will be the 
following weekend, January 28th. We will also at that time, ask the Congregation for approval of 
changes made to our Constitution as required by Synod which address a uniform and updated 
document. These Changes were made by a Committee formed back with President Nick Ives 
leading the task that due to time constraints never made their way to a Congregational Meeting 
for approval before being sent out for Synod approval and ratification in our Congregation in 
2019. This document was also reviewed this past summer by a committee designated for this 
task. This documented will be posted in Augustana Hall and copies will be provided to any 
member interested to prior to the Annual meeting as well as on the day of that meeting. 
 
 
 

mailto:pastor@immanuelmeriden.org
mailto:office@immanuelmeriden.org
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Church Delay / Closing notice 
In case there is need caused by a weather event (Snow Ice, loss of power) where it becomes 
necessary to postpone our morning service, members are urged to check with NBC Weather on  
air notification or calling the Office at Immanuel and checking with our in-house phone weather 
notification at 203-238-1242.  Notification will also go out to members of the Church Council, our 
Director of Music and our Christian Education Department heads. The safety of our 
Congregation is of the utmost importance and common sense should guide your decisions 
during or following a major snowfall. 

 

Transition Update 
Our Call Committee is still busy interviewing tentative Candidates for a full-time job here at 
Immanuel. God’s plan for our future has not been revealed to us as of yet while we continue to 
interview Pastoral Candidates provided by our ELCA Synod.                     

 

 
 

Advent 2017 at Immanuel 
Join us in worship and fellowship as we await the coming of Christ. All events include music, 
lessons, and Holy Communion, to which all are welcome. 
 
Dinner Church begins at 6:30 with pot luck, but know that your presence is always more 
important to us than whether you bring food or not. 
 
Sunday December   3   9:45 am  Advent 1 Worship  
 
Tuesday December   5   6:30 pm  Dinner Church 
 
Sunday December 10   9:45 am  Advent 2 Worship  
 
Tuesday December 12    6:30 pm  Dinner Church 
 
Sunday December 17   9:45 am  Advent 3 Worship  
 
Tuesday December 19    6:30 pm  Dinner Church 
 
Sunday December 24    9:45 am  Christmas Eve  

 
Immanuel Lutheran Church 

164 Hanover St, Meriden, CT 06451 203-238-1248 
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Sunday Church School Scribbler   

The Advent season begins on Sunday, December 3rd. Advent is the start of a brand-new 

church year (year “B”), so “Happy New Year!” During Advent we not only prepare to 

celebrate God coming to us as the baby Jesus, we also prayerfully ponder the time when 

Jesus will come again. That last part can get lost in all the holiday cheer, but it is so very 

important for Christians to remember that Jesus is coming...  
 

Dec. 3rd       Keep Awake            Mark 13:24-37         Anticipate 

Dec. 10th       John the Baptist      Mark 1:1-8             Repent 

Dec. 17th      Justice & Jubilee      Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11     Justice 

Dec. 24th       The Annunciation       Luke 1:26-38              Possibilities     

Dec. 31st      Simeon & Anna         Luke 2:22-40         Expectations 

 

Children’s offering envelopes can be a teaching tool. Your family can prepare 

for worship together, either Saturday evening or Sunday morning, by putting a 

child(ren)’s money into the envelope, praying to God that their gift will be used 

wisely by God’s church, maybe even decorating the envelope then, remembering 

during worship to put it into the offering plate. Children have the opportunity to 

take on more responsibility and participate more fully in worship. 

 

Advent Devotionals 

SCS families will be receiving an Advent daily devotional to use during this exciting 

season. If you want to experience God’s word during Advent, but your child(ren) are 

not currently enrolled in SCS, please leave word with Diane in the office or speak 

with Kim on Sunday mornings. 

The Bulletin boards in the SCS hallway are getting updated thanks to Harriet and Clark 

Doehr. Check out their work on the BIG bulletin board when you have a moment. Thank 

you Harriet and Clark! 
 

Should the decision be made to cancel SCS due to weather, families will receive a 

text unless you let Kim Freeman know another way to contact you. 

See you in worship, 

Kim Freeman, SCS coordinator 

 

SCS Room Cleanup 

On Friday, November 24th, Immanuel’s current confirmands gathered to clean and sort the 
many toys in the Sunday Church School area. They worked to match up game and puzzle 
pieces, sanitize the toys and laundered the stuffed animals. Stop into room 2/3 in the SCS 
hallway to witness how clean it is at the moment. The group worked from 10am to 12noon and 
then got to know each other a bit better over lunch. Thank you to Kate, Emily, Shauna, Thaylia, 
Jodyann and their leaders Jennifer, June and Beth Ann.  
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The Word in Season  
There are a few copies of the October/November/December issue of the daily devotional The 
Word in Season still available in the main entrance way.  
During this exciting, colorful, stressful and often melancholy time of the year, please use this 
devotional tool to strengthen your relationship with God. God loves everyone so very much 
that he gave us His Son Jesus. As we prepare for Jesus, lets get to know God.  
The next issue will be available in mid-December. It makes for a meaningful stocking stuffer. 
The season of Advent begins December 3rd. Wear something blue to Tuesday evening Dinner 
Church and the four Sundays of Advent. 

 

Martin’s Messengers 

Happy Holidays to everyone.  This is the time of year that things get hectic & we wish there 
was 48 hours in the day and 14 days in the week.  I hope you all had a happy & blessed 
Thanksgiving and remembered to thank God for all the many blessings he has given us. 

As I will be away for a while this winter I just have a few reminders.  First, June Barton will be 
your go to person for anything about Martin’s Messengers.  Her number is 203-284-9582. 
If you have any questions please contact her.  Don’t forget our Plant Sale on May 5th 
and Tag Sale on June 2nd.  I will be home long before then. 
 
My one request is I need Prayer Shawls.  We have given away all but one so we need more. 
We have had a wonderful reception to our ministry.  People are so pleased to receive them  
and know someone is thinking and praying for them.  We will provide directions and yarn, but 
we need your fingers and love. Have a safe winter, see you in the Spring.  
 
God Bless you all, Jan Sprude  

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Thank you to the congregation and friends for saving the Box Tops for Education.  Please 
continue to save the Box Tops. Below is an example of what they look like: 
 

     
This is a project that my mother, Ruth Tozier, started many years ago.  These labels are sent 
to the Navajo Lutheran Mission in Arizona. 
 
A collection box is attached to the bulletin board, outside Augustana Hall.  Please continue to 
save these labels for this worthy cause. 
 
Cindy McCarthy 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
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Update on Pastor Nancy Beckwith  
Pastor Nancy Beckwith gives thanks for your prayers and support as she continues to deal 
with cancer. After recent medical tests, Nancy has chosen to discontinue chemotherapy. She 
continues treatment with Avastin, as it should help decrease swelling and slow tumor growth. 
This treatment is of a palliative nature rather than potentially curative. Please continue to keep 
her in prayer.  You may also feel free to reach out to Nancy directly - she will answer your e-
mails, face book messages, phone calls and notes as she feels able.  Nancy can be reached 
at ... 
NancyNJB@gmail.com 
Nancy Beckwith 
20 Lakeview Pl 
Lynn, MA  01904 
215-510-4068 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Library News  
Progress on the church library continues!  Books continue to be logged, labeled and organized 
on the shelves.  Free books and VHS tapes are on display in the Augustana Hall hallway. 
We would like to acknowledge with thanks, a gift from Frank Malin in loving memory of Ceil 
Malin . . . The Life and Writings of C.S. Lewis includes CDs and a course guidebook. 
Stop in the library, view the books and borrow ones that interest you.  Kim Freeman, Joan 
Chasse’, Harriet Doehr and Bev Lange meet on Fridays at 10:00 AM in the library.  Join us! 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

December Celebrations 

 HAPPY BIRTHDAY               HAPPY ANNIVERSARY  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
       
      

Robin and Mike Coon        12/13 
 

Harriet Doehr  12/03 
Gail Mattson   12/03 
Catherine Brooder  12/04 
Heather Lavoie  12/05 
Daniel Luft   12/06 
Brandon Mroczka  12/06 
Oahn Tran   12/07 
Amily McKenzie  12/10 
Patricia Brooks  12/10 
David Chasse  12/11 
Shelby Korb   12/14 
Jerri Coleman  12/19 
Marilyn Kronenberger 12/20 
Stephanie Pasinski  12/20 
John Uraco   12/21  
Ruth Schleicher  12/22 
Meghan Tomassetti  12/23 
Douglas Gardner  12/24 
Carol Kania   12/25 
Elaine Gehrke  12/25 
Samantha Caveso  12/26 
Jerry Gianakos  12/28 
Carlos Rivera  12/29 
 

mailto:NancyNJB@gmail.com
tel:(215)%20510-4068

