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God Has Been Good to Me 

 
As I enter 2019, I am thankful for many things: 
 

• It is cold outside, and I have warm clothes to wear so I can enjoy the winter in comfort. 

• It is cold outside, and I have a warm house to live in so I can enjoy the winter in comfort. 

• We had a great Christmas at Immanuel with music, candles, many flowers, and faithful people 
in the congregation. 

• Jesus, the Son of God, came to us at the first Christmas and we know about his birth and are 
still able to celebrate it. 

• We have once again somehow managed not to blow ourselves to smithereens or all die from 
deadly plagues. 

• In spite of my occasional stupidity and moodiness, my family and friends still speak to me. 

• I have a job. 

• God has forgiven my many sins and still loves and protects me. 

• I live in a country where I can by and large say and do what I want. 

• In spite of a few health challenges and mishaps last year, I am still healthy and able to regularly 
function pretty well. 

• I get to serve as pastor for God’s people at Immanuel. 

• My ball point pens still work, I haven’t lost my toothbrush (yet), and my shoe laces stay tied 
(most of the time). 

• I have clean air to breath. 

• I have clean water to drink. 

• I can’t remember the last time I missed a meal. 

• I have a family and get along with them. Actually, a little better than that. 

• I have friends. I don’t get to see them as much as I’d like. I do get to be with them enough. 

• My cats still love me. Even though I may have forgotten to feed them a couple times. Ditto for 
the litter box. 

• After 8½ years my computer still helps me get what I need to do done. 

• After 63¾ years body still helps me get what I need to do done. 
 
2018 had many challenges. It was not perfect. It still gave me many things to be thankful for. 
 
I know 2019 will bring new challenges. It will not be perfect. I still fully expect to be able to compile 
a list of many things I am thankful at the end of 2019. 
 
God has been good to me. 
 
How about you? 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Burgess 
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P.S:  I would also like to thank all of you for the many Christmas cards and gifts I received this 
year.  And especially for all your prayers after my car accident.  I suffered only minor injuries 
and know your prayers helped me stay close to God and heal fast.  Thank you. 

 
REMINDER:   Please notify the church office either by calling (203) 238-1248 or with a note placed in 

the offering plate when a family member is/will be hospitalized so the church can provide appropriate 
care and prayers for you and your family member.  Thank you for your help. 
 

  

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

 
Richard M. Burgess, Pastor:   (860) 462-6545 

pastor@immanuelmeriden.org 

 
Diane Murphy, Administrator:   (203) 238-1248 

office@immanuelmeriden.org 
 

OFFICE HOURS 

9am-1pm Monday-Friday 
 
 

THE NEXT VISITOR 

Articles for the February Visitor will be due on January 25st. NOTE, this is 
the day after committee night.  Please get your articles in on time.  
Thanks, Diane 
 
 

Another way to receive Immanuel’s Visitor  
If you wish to receive Immanuel’s monthly newsletter via email, please email the office 
at office@immanuelmeriden.org using the email address you want the Visitor sent to. 
Please note “Visitor email listing” in the subject line.  
 

Just a little reminder 
Let the office know if you are heading off to a warmer climate for a few months or are away at 
school. Having your away address on file helps us better keep in touch. We can even mail your 
Visitor directly to you. Please call Diane in the office at (203)238-1248 or email 
office@immanuelmeriden.org remember to let us know when you return.   
 
 

Calling all College students: Once you are settled in your dorms and classes are under 

way; please remember to let us know your current address. Email it to 

office@immanuelmeriden.org (please put “college address” as the subject). Thanks!   
 

mailto:pastor@immanuelmeriden.org
mailto:office@immanuelmeriden.org
mailto:office@immanuelmeriden.org
mailto:office@immanuelmeriden.org
mailto:office@immanuelmeriden.org
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Council Highlights (January 2019) – Joanne Gardner 

The date for the next Annual Meeting is set for 1/20/19 after worship.  Hear about 
the year in review and future goals.  Bring a finger food to share.  Your presence 
is requested!!  Get updated on where Immanuel is going, and how you can be a 
partner. (Snow date 1/27/18) 

 
* Each month council members pray to discover God’s will for Immanuel’s future.  Pastor will be 
scheduling a speaker to address evangelism and outreach to others.  Pastor asked council 
members, “Why do you attend Immanuel, and why should anyone join us?”  Please consider 
answering these same questions to share at the Annual Meeting.  Will you be prayer warriors 
regarding what is our mission in urban Meriden? 

* The nominating committee is seeking Council candidates.  We have 6 seats to fill.  If you have 
been considering joining Council, please see Joanne, Bev L., June, Paul, or Charlie.  Please don’t 
refuse if night-time meetings are the obstacle, we can adjust meeting times!  
 
* A large gift of Christmas flowers has been received from the Barnes family. Thank you so much!  
Additional thanks go to all the individuals wishing to purchase poinsettias.  They may submit their 
offering and memorial info to Diane in the office. 

* Pledges at the time of council meeting were $10,000 below last year’s giving level.  It is likely that 
the 2019 budget will be a faith budget (with a deficit).  We will await the finance committee 
presentation at the Annual Meeting for full details.  Anyone who has not picked up their church 
envelopes can do so after church services.  We will ask for volunteer visitors to deliver to the 
remaining members.  Next year will be the time to consider all financial possibilities such as 
consolidating with another church, “re-purposing” some endowments that will better meet our 
actual church needs, or, as has been suggested, meeting in Augusta Hall for the coldest months of 
the winter to reduce costs associated with heating the entire sanctuary. 

* Tuesday Advent church-dinner-services were scheduled at 6:30pm.  Pastor chose the theme of 
Christmas carols.  This involved weekly singing and pondering the words of traditional carols.  The 
congregation can look forward to ongoing spiritual opportunities within the church: monthly healing 
services, Sunday ‘Fun-days, Pub theology, choir, and bible studies.  All these events grow us in 
love and service to our Lord.   

Thank you to our faithful fellowship secret agents who add the table decorations, supply the 
goodies, cut the pies, make the coffee, and clean up without any fanfare.  We love you! 
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* Gladys F. Herweck Memorial Trust Fund provided funds to purchase toys for the Connecticut 
Children’s Hospital.  The family truly appreciated the members who purchased additional toys to 
add to the number of gifts.  Other donation options are in consideration as well.  
 
* The council supported the Property Committee’s plans to replace the sacristy exit door.  A steel 
door was selected by the council, similar to the functional fellowship hall exit door, because of the 
lesser cost.  A wooden restoration of the current 123 yr. old door was considered but would require 
a fundraiser for the additional expenses.  Charlie Gardinier has been asked to present the Church 
Safety Committee recommendations at the Annual Meeting. 
 
* We need you at the annual meeting!  As Moderator of the meeting, my promise to you, in 
response to your attendance, is to keep the meeting moving and pertinent. 

 

 

Church Cancellation 

TV - 30 
 

The decision to cancel church in the event of inclement weather will be made by the 

Pastor and council president.  The condition of the parking lot needs to be clear and safe, 

as well. Simply tune into Channel 30 and look for the cancellation banner 90 minutes or 

sooner before service or Bible study.  

 

 

The Stewardship committee would like to remind everyone that we are still 

accepting pledge commitment cards for 2019. If you have pledged in the 

past and haven’t yet this year or you haven’t pledged please consider 

submitting your card soon. Commitment cards are available in the church 

office. Your giving is vital and keeps our ministry going. Pledged income is 

also very important for 2019 budgeting. 
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Thank you to the congregation and friends for saving the Box Tops for Education.  Please 
continue to save the Box Tops. Below is an example of what they look like: These labels are 
sent to the Navajo Lutheran Mission in Arizona.  

 
A collection box is attached to the bulletin board, outside Augustana Hall.  Please continue to 
save these labels for this worthy cause. Cindy McCarthy 

 
 

The Word in Season  
Make a resolution to begin or end your day mindful of God’s presence. The first quarter of the 
daily devotional The Word in Season is available. Pick up a free copy on the credenza in the 
entrance way. Taylor your daily devotion to your time schedule. Read the featured scripture and 
commentary, or only the commentary, include the lectionary scripture at the bottom of each page 
or use only the daily prayers in the back when you have less time. The only wrong way to use 
this devotional in 2019, is by not using it.  

 
 
 

Immanuel’s 2019 Annual Meeting is scheduled to be held Sunday, January 20, 2019 
following worship (about 11:30am).  

Voting members are responsible for electing leaders to fill seven open council seats and the 
2019 Nominating committee as well as approving a 2019 financial operating budget. 

The participation of all worshippers is needed to assist in determining the direction of ministry at 
Immanuel. Prayerfully ponder how God is calling all of us to ministry during 2019. 

Please bring finger foods to share at fellowship if you are able; sandwiches, fruit, vegetables, 
cheese/crackers and ready to serve desserts (already slices).  

The Annual meeting snow date is Sunday, January 27, 2019. 
 
 
 

Immanuel has received “thanks” from: “Charlie and all at the Church, 
Thank you so much for once again allowing us to use your building for our Arts & 
Science competition!  Your church is beautiful and we had such a fantastic event. Enjoy 
the holiday season and thank you again! Sara & Veronica from the SCA” 

This card is posted on the bulletin boards in the hallway. 
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Offering Envelopes 

2019 offering envelopes were distributed during December. There is still time to 
pick up your envelopes any Sunday after worship.  

Envelopes not picked up will be delivered. We are seeking people interested in 

working as teams to help deliver these offering envelopes.  

Please speak with Kyle Fohlin or Kim Freeman to either pick up your envelopes 

or if interested in volunteering to deliver them. Thanks!   

 
 

Family Scribbler    

Happy New Year! How fun, we Christians get to celebrate 2 new year’s. We 

celebrated a new liturgical church year on the First Sunday of Advent 

(12/2/18) and now a new calendar has begun. Here are some resolution ideas 

to help strengthen your family’s faith and spiritual ministry: 
• Resolve to attend worship on a regular basis. Worship every Sunday when possible. 

Should your schedule not allow for that, join us the Sunday(s) you can. Perhaps 

every 1st and 3rd Sunday or once a month. 

• Realize that giving an offering is an act of worship. We give as a response to all 

that God has given us, especially forgiveness through Jesus. Use offering 

envelopes, most children enjoy being part of worship which is what putting one’s 

offering envelope in the plate is. Even if you give electronically, give extra on 

special days: Lent, Good Friday or monthly for special needs, such as, communion, 

energy, parish aid or a special fund. 

• Stay for fellowship once in a while. 

• Host a fellowship as a family. Plan what finger foods you want to share. Look for 

sale items/use coupons. Bake as a family project. 

• Investigate the ministries of Immanuel’s standing committees: Worship & Music, 

Outreach, Christian Ed, Property and Finance. Your family’s gifts and talents can 

help proclaim Christ to all people. 

• Attend and participate in activities: Bible studies, Dinner Church, Sunday Fundays… 

These are just a few ideas to get you started thinking how God is calling you to serve 

during 2019. You will have some better ideas of your own-pray about it.  
Remember to pick up a copy of the 2018 Annual Report’s Booklet. Read through 
it before the 1/20/19 Annual Meeting. Then attend the meeting and be a part of 
ministry at Immanuel. Our future depends on everyone’s involvement. 
See you in Worship, 

Kim Freeman 
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January Celebrations 

 HAPPY BIRTHDAY               HAPPY ANNIVERSARY  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
       
      

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Martin’s Messengers 

Happy New Year to All! 

Here we go into another New Year, 2019 – Look out, here we come! 

My New Year’s Prayer is to see Immanuel blossom & grow this year.  I know we’ve been 
struggling in many areas, but I’m asking you all to hitch up your wagon to something that is 
special in your heart & go for it!  We have many good resources & talented people in our 
congregation, all we need to do is get on board & push!  I love this church & the people in it.   
Don’t sit back & wait do something!  If everyone jumps in & contributes in one small way  
things would change.  It’s not just money we need, it’s bodies.  So, let’s get going & make 
2019 a banner year for Immanuel.  OK I’ll get off my soap box & thank everyone who has 
helped all year & continues to make Immanuel the greatest church ever. 
I love you all, God bless you, 
Jan Sprude 

Linda and Mike Langner  1/23 
 

William Liedtke  1/01 
Sandy Gade   1/05 
Louis Hively    1/06 
Carolyn Ziemelis  1/06 
Karen Ostby   1/07 
Joan Chasse   1/09 
Dorothy Marrows  1/11 
Thaylia Corarito  1/13 
Jody Ann McKenzie  1/13 
Doug Schultz   1/13 
Eli Guzze   1/13 
John Comp   1/16 
Frank Milano   1/16 
Jeri Coleman   1/19 
John Uraco   1/21 
William Sanchez  1/21 
Jack Zuber   1/22 
Ralph Brooder   1/23 
Corinthian McLeod  1/24 
Joseph Loubier, Jr.  1/28 
Lilliana DeMerchant  1/29 
Shafer Ellis   1/30 
Lucille Gardner  1/30 
Kevin McCarthy  1/30 
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Collection Drive 

Wish List 
Show support for our Troops by donating items for our Collection Drive 

 
   

Snacks  Personal Care Items 

Playing Cards  Sewing Kits 

Lip Balm  Travel Size Deoderant (non-aerosol 

Drink Mix (Crystal Light)  Sun Screen-travel size/non-aerosol 

Small Stuffed Animals  Foot Powder (travel size) 

All Purpose Wipes - small packages 

Individual bags Jerky  Gum 

Hand Warmers  AA or AAA Batteries 

Black Crew length Socks  7 x 10 Puzzle Books 

Mechanical Pencils   

 

WISH LIST DETAILS 

• Donated items must be new and unopened. 

• NO GLITTER on any items. 

• Donated items must have a shelf-life/expiration date of at least six 
months from the date of receipt by Operation Gratitude. 

 

Check out Wish List Items on Amazon.com 
 
 
 
 
 


