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The Visitor  
Immanuel Lutheran Church 

July/August 2018 * Volume 56 #7  
 

 

   Council Highlights – Joanne Gardner 

 

*Council discussed ongoing openness to the workings of the Holy Spirit to experiment in 

  new ways to serve our church family and neighbors.  

 

*Report from the Synod Assembly- Bishop Hazelwood was re-elected.  Pastor reported the  

 Synod offered no specific directives as to how to “fix” traditional church decline 

  

*The council currently has two open seats.  Consider learning about council activities  
  and join us.  The council meets on the second Thursday of every month.  Talk with any  
  council member. 
 
*Family Fun summer salad event is Tuesday July 24th and August 21st.  Bring a salad and stay 

 for a family bible lesson, craft or game. For all ages!   

 

*Joanne G and Paul O need your ideas for a new church sign.  If you see one on your summer  
  travels that might meet our needs, please snap a picture. Your ideas are welcome! 
 
*Financial secretary reported borrowing $3,000 from the contingency fund to meet June  
 expenses. 
 
*The Outreach committee will host the annual hot dog roast Sept. 8 and the three churches    
  progressive dinner on September 22.   
  
* The council approved a subcommittee on “Evangelism”.  Persons interested in sharing the  
   message of Jesus with others in creative ways, please join us!  See Joanne G. or  Deb L.   
   First event is a Pray Wall and neighborhood greetings on church lawn, Tuesday night 
  July 10TH. 

 
 * Meriden Night Out is Tuesday 8/7 in Hubbard Park. We will showcase Immanuel and hand  
   out children’s Christian activity books.  Consider signing up to help or just visit!  So much fun! 
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REMINDER:   Please notify the church office either by calling (203) 238-1248 or with a note placed in 

the offering plate when a family member is/will be hospitalized so the church can provide appropriate 
care and prayers for you and your family member.  Thank you for your help. 
 

  

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

 
Richard M. Burgess, Pastor:   (860) 462-6545 

pastor@immanuelmeriden.org 
 

Diane Murphy, Administrator:   (203) 238-1248 

office@immanuelmeriden.org 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
9am-1pm Monday-Friday 

 

 
THE NEXT VISITOR 

Articles for the September Visitor will be due on August 24th. Please get your articles in 
on time, that way the Visitor can be in everyone’s box by September 1st.  Thanks, Diane 
 
 

Another way to receive Immanuel’s Visitor  
If you wish to receive Immanuel’s monthly newsletter via email, please email the office 
at office@immanuelmeriden.org using the email address you want the Visitor sent to. 
Please note “Visitor email listing” in the subject line.  

 

 
Thank you to the congregation and friends for saving the Box Tops for Education.  Please 
continue to save the Box Tops. Below is an example of what they look like:  

 

These labels are sent to the Navajo Lutheran Mission in Arizona. A collection box is attached 
to the bulletin board, outside Augustana Hall.  Please continue to save these labels for this 
worthy cause.  

Cindy McCarthy 
 

 

 

mailto:pastor@immanuelmeriden.org
mailto:office@immanuelmeriden.org
mailto:office@immanuelmeriden.org
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Camperships will be available to all Immanuel youth who attend the resident camp 

program at Camp Calumet in New Hampshire this summer. The campership is a 

reimbursement, paid after completion of camp, and typically covers about 45% of the 

registration fee for one week. To obtain the campership, an application form must be 

completed and returned to the church office or to a member of the Scholarship committee 

by July 1. After attending camp and no later than September 15, a follow up form needs to 

be submitted in order to receive the campership reimbursement. The campership 

application and reimbursement forms are available from the church office. 
 

The cost for one week at resident camp will be $645. If transportation is needed figure in 

another $94. Family summer camping is also an option. To learn more about both these 

opportunities check out their website www.calumet.org Speak with Kim Freeman should you 

be interested in experiencing Calumet this summer! 
 

 

Adult Study Opportunities 
*The Wednesday morning Bible group will be meeting in July on the 11th, 18th and 25th, 

   In August the Wednesday Bible group will meet on the 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, and the 29th. 

   at 10am at the Bradley home.  

*The conversational group, Pub Theology, and the Tuesday evening Bible Study will not  

   be meeting over the summer.  

*Our new Family Fun Study will meet at 5:30pm on 7/24 and 8/21st, bring a salad to  

  share. 

 
 

Sunday Church School Scribbler 

We are in need of a coordinator and facilitators for the 2018-19 Sunday Church School 
ministry. The time to start planning for the next school year of learning is now. Prayerfully 
ponder how God is calling you to serve. Interested in sharing God’s Word with children 
and families please speak with Kim Freeman as soon as possible. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.calumet.org/
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Holy Places 

 

How lovely is your dwelling place, 
O Lord of hosts! 

My soul longs, indeed it faints 
for the courts of the Lord; 

my heart and my flesh sing for joy 
to the living God. 

(Psalm 34.1-2 NRSV) 
 
We have been greatly blessed with wonderful spaces in which to meet God, to be in God’s 
presence, and to worship and serve God. 
 
Each Sunday morning we here at Immanuel Lutheran Church come to Hanover Street and 
Cook Avenue as we gather in God’s name. We experience God’s presence as we hear God’s 
word, receive Christ in bread & wine, sit in the beauty of majestic space, gaze upon beautiful 
stained glass, and hear the glorious sounds of choir, organ, & piano. 
 
We know that God is everywhere. God is in the streets of Meriden. God is in our homes, 
schools, work places, stores, and offices. God is in nature, in the hills and forests, rivers and 
sky. God is in places we have never been and never will be. God is everywhere, and we know 
that. But there is something special about God’s presence where we worship. In our sanctuary 
and Augustana Hall, we come together in God’s name, and there we count on tangibly being in 
and feeling God’s presence. 
 
The places where we gather to worship God are special. They are holy. 
 
Join us on July 15 when at the end of our worship we will rededicate both the main sanctuary 
and Augustana Hall as worship spaces to the glory of God. Join us as we recognize that God 
is present everywhere, but especially in the places where we worship and serve. Come, bring 
your family and friends. Worship with us. Give thanks for the places where God comes to meet 
us and bless us. 
 

For a day in your courts is better 
than a thousand elsewhere. 

O Lord of hosts, 
happy is everyone who trusts in you. 

(Psalm 84.10a, 12 NRSV) 
 
Peace, 
 
Pastor Burgess 
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Martin’s Messenger  

Happy Summer everyone.  Hope all is going well with you so far & you will be enjoying and  
relaxing for the next 2 months.  I try to keep it cool (Ha! Ha!) during July and August and catch 
my breath.  As of this printing Martin’s Messengers has nothing going on however, at our next  
meeting I hope a plan will emerge.  My ladies need a break as they worked very hard for the  
Plant/ Bake Sale and the Tag Sale.  I am so thankful for all their hard work.  At this time, we do 
not have a bottom line figure for either event.  I will keep you informed.  Many good items and 
good bargains were donated, but you need customers and that we didn’t have.  Most of our 
ladies who donated items, bought others.  We were our best customers.  I am disappointed 
and frankly confused that our people did not show up.  We all know we are desperately trying 
to raise money for our church and I feel “EVERYONE” should contribute in some way.  It is sad 
when our ladies worked so hard and the turnout was so small.  However, thanks so much to all 
who helped in anyway.  Immanuel has the best bakers.    

God bless you all, 
Jan Sprude 
Martin’s Messengers  
 
 

Just a Few Notes… 

From Council: 
This year’s church council currently has two open seats. We would encourage anyone who is 
interested in a leadership role in this ministry to reach out to a member of the council for 
information about these two opportunities. The term would be through the end of 2018 so 
these are good opportunities to get involved and learn about council activities. The council 
meets on the second Thursday of every month. Next meeting July 12th. 
 
From Finance: 
The Finance committee and the council approved the year end audit report from the Audit 
Committee.  The year end audit consists of a review of the recording of cash receipts, verifies 
checking account, reconciles bank accounts, reconciles monthly and year end reports to 
financial ledger, verifies, quarterly and year end tax filings, validates the Financial Secretary 
records. Thanks to Diana Clancy, Paul Olsen and Christian Poleshek. The audit committee will 
have two openings for the mid-year audit, which will occur when the June books are closed. 
Please let a member of the finance committee know if you are interested. 

 
From Stewardship: 
Now the summer is here and the weather is nice and vacations are happening, please 
remember to stay current on your giving to our ministry.  Second quarter statements should be 
available by end of July. 
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July and August Celebrations 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY                   HAPPY ANNIVERSARY  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carlene & Kyle Fox   7/04 
Carmen& Felix Rodriguez  7/10 
 
Adam & Jessica Jordan  8/07 
Tammy & Dan Luft   8/18 
Teri-Jean & Joseph Loubier 8/20 
JoAnne & Mark Gardner  8/20 
Darianne & Peter Wilson  8/23 
Anna & Jeremy Beaudry  8/25 
 

Kaitlyn Garbe       7/03 
Ruth Brechlin        7/04 
Charlotte Garbe       7/06 
Jennifer Perzanowski      7/07 
Jason Burlison       7/08 
Jonathan Adamski       7/10 
Justin Coleman       7/15 
Charles Loubier       7/15  
Tammy Luft        7/17 
Georgia Dingwell       7/18 
Edward Lange       7/18 
Ron Barton        7/22 
Robin Coon        7/24 
Jesse Burlison       7/25 
Marie Weck        7/26 
Nick Gardinier       7/29 
Megan Pasinski       7/30 
Jimmy Burlison       7/31 
 
Pam Adamsk                           8/04 
Marc Wilson        8/07 
Michael Pascucci        8/08 
Paul Olson        8/08 
Janice McGrath       8/09 
David Harris        8/10 
James Dionne       8/11 
Ed Stanton        8/12 
Shauna Crawford       8/12 
Ruth Anderson       8/14 
Justin Langner       8/19 
Melissa Garbe       8/20 
Mary Robison       8/22 
Charlie Gardinier       8/22 
Hunter Silvernale       8/23 
Amanda Anderson       8/24 
Elaine Neuman       8/24 
Gloria Contaras       8/26 
Janet Holznagel       8/26 
Ella Guzze        8/27 
Amealia McKenzie       8/29 
Tuyet Tran        8/29 
Ellen Gordon        8/29 
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Season of Blessings Update 

 
Our next seasonal blessing will be Sunday, July 15 when as we conclude our worship we 
rededicate our worship spaces, the main sanctuary and Augustana Hall. This is an opportunity 
to give thanks for the many times we have been in God’s presence in these places and ask 
God’s blessing as we continue to worship there. 
 
This is good time to invite your family, friends, and neighbors to come and enjoy the beauty 
and fellowship we experience each week as we gather for worship at Immanuel. 
 
Here’s the schedule for the rest of the “Season of Blessings”: 
 

Date Time & Place Blessing 
 

July 15 During Worship 
Inside 
  

Blessing of Sanctuary and Augustana Hall 

August 19 During Worship 
Inside 

Back to School: students, teachers, 
backpacks, school supplies, & clothes 
  

September 2 After worship 
Inside 

Tools: work, home, lawn, school — wrenches, 
rakes, scissors, chain saws, computers, . . . 
  

October 7 After worship 
Parking Lot 
  

Pets & Animals 

November 4 During worship 
Inside 

Healing 

 

 
 


