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The Bible is Your Story 

Recently our Wednesday morning Bible study group has been reading The Red Tent by Anita Diamant. 
It is her retelling of the biblical story of Dinah and her family. It is not quite the same as the Bible’s story 
in Genesis 34. The author takes liberties with the Biblical version, fills in details not in the Bible, and 
actually centers much of the story about a “red tent” that is not in the Bible at all. It is not history in the 
modern, fact-based sense, but it is very much history in the sense of bringing out some (though not all) 
elements of the Biblical story and making it the author’s own. 
 
In the process of making this story her own, Diamant makes it ours too. She fills in details that set off 
our imagination. She draws us into the story with scenes that with a few details changed could have 
happened to us. In a sense, she makes us part of that story that happened over 3000 years ago. She 
makes it happen again today. 
 
While some might say that Anita Diamant has tampered with the truth of Scripture, I would propose that 
she has let the Holy Spirit work through her to bring Scripture alive into our time and our lives. She has 
helped us see Scripture’s bigger Truth as it points to God’s presence and action in our own lives. The 
Red Tent stands in a long tradition of biblical historical fiction that makes the Bible alive for us, for 
example The Shack and Ben Hur. 
 
The place of the Bible as our foundation will never change. The Bible will always be the place where we 
can count on finding God and hearing God’s voice speaking to us in all times and places. But every 
now and then the Spirit speaks through someone to bring a breath of new life so we can see with fresh 
eyes. 
 
Sometimes that Spirit even speaks through you and me. 
 
Try letting the Spirit work through your imagination. What if you had been with the Israelites as they fled 
from Egypt and God parted the waters of the Red Sea? (Exodus 14-15) What would it have been like to 
hear Jesus give the Sermon on the Mount? (Matthew 5-7) What would you have felt if you had been 
with Mary Magdalene as she met the risen Christ on Easter morning? (John 20) What if Jesus had 
approached you on the road to Damascus? (Acts 9) 
 
The Bible is much more than a collection of facts from the distant past. It is God speaking us through 
history. It is the record of the Spirit working in people’s lives in the past so we can become open to the 
Sprit working in us today. 
 
Where in the Bible does God draw you into the story? Where does Scripture become your story? How 
does God take the Word and make it a word that includes you? 
 
Peace, 
 
Pastor Burgess 
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REMINDER:   Please notify the church office either by calling (203) 238-1248 or with a note placed in 
the offering plate when a family member is/will be hospitalized so the church can provide appropriate 
care and prayers for you and your family member.  Thank you for your help. 
 

  

CONTACT INFORMATION: 
 

Richard M. Burgess, Pastor:    (860) 462-6545 

pastor@immanuelmeriden.org 
 

Diane Murphy, Administrator:           (203) 238-1248 

office@immanuelmeriden.org 
 
 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
9am-1pm Monday-Friday 

 
 
 

THE NEXT VISITOR 
 

Articles for the September Visitor will be due on August 24 and mailed on 
August 29, 2017. Please get your articles in on time.  Thanks, Diane 
 

 

Transition Update 

  As the month of July begins, so does the process of our ELCA Synod presenting 

potential candidates for Ministry here at Immanuel. This process is not new to most 

people receiving this publication, as you are familiar with the steps that make up the 

process of calling a full time Pastor here at Immanuel. 

   Based on our Ministerial Site Profile, we are asking for a Pastor with experience, and 

with a desire to grow and encompass our Community, partnering with the Episcopal Church 

and creating a path that does not lead to the fate of so many other Churches in this 

Country. 

 

mailto:pastor@immanuelmeriden.org
mailto:office@immanuelmeriden.org
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   It is either the will of God to do something new and innovating here at Immanuel, 

through its Pastor, it’s leadership and its Congregation or to head down a path that simply 

put...closes our doors and silences the Word. 

    Your Search Committee is doing what it has been tasked to do, your leadership is 

supporting this endeavor and it is up to each of you, the Congregation, to make time in 

your schedules for God. Your part in this process is crucial to success here at Immanuel 

and when a Candidate is brought before the Congregation for consideration, the bottom 

line is your part in this process.   

    For those members unfamiliar with the Transition Process, a potential Candidate meets 

with the Search Committee, is interviewed, and pending their recommendation, will be 

introduced and interviewed by Council. Then if council approves and follows the 

recommendation of the Search Committee … it is then up to the Congregation to decide 

following a Sunday Service. Members will have an opportunity to meet the Candidate prior 

to a vote and hopefully at that point a Welcome them into our Community here at 

Immanuel.   

      So in closing, please support your Church with your prayers and your support. 

Recognize that all you have comes from God and have faith in the promises of God, that 

your rewards are eternal and everlasting. 

Jeffrey Peterson 

Council President 

 

Special Recognition 

To Jim Dionne … for the donation of Linens that allow us to drape the Cross in the 

Sanctuary throughout the year.   

Weekly Service 

 We are back in Augustana Hall for the next two months. Air Conditioning … is good. 

 

Fellowship 

Thanks to all of you who have volunteered to host a Sunday Fellowship hour after service. 

Thank you as well to those who offer funds in lieu of hosting which aid in maintaining 

supplies and items necessary to offer this weekly event.    

 
 “Out of Sight – Not out of Mind” Ministry 

For the month of July and August, in our “Out of Sight – Not out of Mind” Ministry we are 
remembering and praying for Lucille Pilgrim.  Please hold these people in your hearts and ask 
for God’s blessing on them. 
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  Summer 2017 

Information is now available on the Camp Calumet website, 

http://www.calumet.org, for many 2017 camping opportunities including residence 

camp, day camp and trailer/tent sites for adult/family camping.   
 

Sunday morning, Calumet is a welcoming place for all people who value a 

time set apart for God. If you find yourself in the Lake Ossipee, NH area, 

worship at Camp Calumet - all year long – at 10 am  

 

Hammo is at Calumet again this year! Due to the on-

going construction at Hammonasset State Park, Hammo is back at Calumet for 

September 8-10, 2017. 

 

What are we going to do? As is a Hammo tradition we will have worship, great 

music (Bread of Stone) and this year’s special speaker is Pastor Steph Smith. 

In addition, we will be using some of the many activities that Calumet has to 

offer. Find out more about the music, Pastor Steph, and activities at 

www.hammoconnect.com  

 

 

 

The Word in Season 

Copies of the daily devotional The Word In Season for July, August and 
September are now available.  Pick one up on the credenza in the 
entrance way for yourself and share one with a friend. Remember there 
are daily prayers in the back of the booklet! 
 
Attention:  Calumet Campers 
Camperships will be available to all Immanuel youth who attend the resident camp program at 
Camp Calumet in New Hampshire this summer.  To obtain the campership, an application form 
must be completed and returned to the church office or to a member of the Scholarship 
committee by July 1.  This campership application is available from the church office. 
 
 

http://www.hammoconnect.com/
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Church Library Reorganization 

Joan Chasse’, Kim Freeman and Bev Lange are organizing books and media in the church 
library.  In order to make room on the shelves, we have some books/VCR tapes we would like 
to give away; a set of Encyclopedia of Popular Mechanics (16 books), New Home Workshop 
encyclopedia and two volumes of Encyclopedia of Knowledge; we also have assorted baseball 
VCR tapes/movies.  If you’d like to have any of the previously mentioned items, please see 
Joan, Kim or Bev.  We’re not accepting additional books at this time, but hope to accept 
book/media donations in the future. 

 
 

Worship 
Starting on July 2nd we will be moving the service to Augustana Hall for the summer 
months to keep cool.  

I would like to keep the prayer list up to date.  If you would like to add a name that 
you would like us to pray for or remove a name that is there, please let Diane know 
in the office.  Thank you, Wendy 
 
 

Reformation Celebration 2017 
For Immanuel, this year’s Outreach Hot Dog roast was decided to be “splashier “in honor of the 
Reformation celebration.  Discussion of gaining more neighborhood excitement might be achieved 
with a Pig Roast.  Thrivent funds for $250 were requested and granted.  A pleasant surprise was that 
Sergio, “Argentinian grill master” from All Saints, offered to do the grilling for us, however his specialty 
turned out to be beef (not pork) given his homeland.  A change in meat selection was needed.  

Reformation Celebration Events as planned thus far:   (Save the dates, 
something for everyone) 
 
August 26th 3-6pm (SATURDAY) Neighborhood Barbeque Extravaganza with karaoke, music, kids fun, 
church tour.  Please get free ticket from church office so we can get head count for meat purchase. 
 
October 7th 7pm (SATURDAY) Open Mic Night!  Share your talent- church members and neighbors 
invited for a “just for fun” evening. 
 
October 15th (SUNDAY) Movie after church with finger foods (? Luther or other Christian movie) 
 
October 22 (SUNDAY) Choir Sing with St John’s.  More info will follow.   
 
October 29 (SUNDAY) A Special Reformation Service with potluck to follow.  Recognition of the  
reorganized church library. 

The Reformation Committee continues to work on the details of these plans. Thank you to Pastor, 
Charlie, Charlotte, Kim, Bev, Freddi, June, Joanne, Jan for efforts thus far and future planning. 
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Wanted: Meriden Night 

Does anyone want to help man a booth for Immanuel Lutheran 

in Hubbard Park??? 

 
 

August 1
st
 5-8pm 

 

Give out treats or information on Immanuel? 

See Joanne Gardner/ call her 860-628-2371 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Immanuel Lutheran  

Neighborhood Gathering - Barbeque Extravaganza 

 
FREE but preregistration necessary @203-238-1248 or 

Office@ImmanuelMeriden.org 

Saturday  

August 26th 

3-6pm 

mailto:Office@ImmanuelMeriden.org


7 

 

 

 

From the Music Director: 

I would like to thank the Immanuel Lutheran community for the very warm welcome I have received 
over the past several weeks and months. It has been wonderful meeting members of the congregation 
and I look forward to getting to know everyone in the months and years to come. I'm very excited for 
the future of the music program and feel very fortunate to be part of Immanuel's family.  
 
We are hoping to add a few new choir members for our upcoming choir season. As I sit at the piano 
and organ each Sunday, I hear many strong singers out in the congregation! We'd love to have you up 
in the choir loft!   Rehearsals will be one evening each week for an hour or so as we prepare hymns 
and anthems for our Sunday worship service. If you think you might be interested, please feel free to 
speak with me following Sunday worship. Rehearsals will begin in September.  
 
It is my hope to use my strengths as a musician and experiences to build and grow the music ministry 
at Immanuel Lutheran Church. My area of proficiency is on piano, though I'm excited to be learning on 
the spectacular Immanuel pipe organ! I have taught elementary, middle and high school students in my 
thirteen years of teaching orchestra in West Hartford Public Schools. I would love to incorporate 
students in the worship service whether it be singing in the choir, playing a solo during the prelude or 
adding instruments to our special services throughout the year.  
 
Thank you for such a great start as your new music director!  
 
Sincerely,  
Andrew P. Hopko 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

MEMORIALS:  In an attempt to save money on postage expenses, if you have a mailbox at 

church, your memorial acknowledgement will be placed there. 
 

 
Thank you to the congregation and friends for saving the Campbell’s Labels for Education and 
Box Tops for Education. Campbell’s has recently discontinued their Labels for Education 
program.  Please continue to save the Box Tops. Below is an example of what they look like: 

 

                                                                 

 

This is a project that my mother, Ruth Tozier, started many years ago.  These labels are sent 
to the Navajo Lutheran Mission in Arizona.  A collection box is attached to the bulletin board, 
outside Augustana Hall.  Please continue to save these labels for this worthy cause. 
 
Cindy McCarthy 
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July and August Celebrations 

 HAPPY BIRTHDAY                  HAPPY ANNIVERSARY  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Carlene & Kyle Fox   7/04 
Carmen& Felix Rodriguez  7/10 
 
Charlain & Gary Stocking  8/03 
Tammy & Dan Luft   8/18 
Teri-Jean & Joseph Loubier 8/20 
JoAnne & Mark Gardner  8/20 
Darianne & Peter Wilson  8/23 
Cythia & Kevin McCarthy  8/24 
Anna & Jeremy Beaudry  8/25 

Kaitlyn Garbe       7/03 
Ruth Brechlin        7/04 
Charlotte Garbe       7/06 
Jennifer Perzanowski      7/07 
Jason Burlison       7/08 
Olajuwon McLeod       7/10 
Jonathan Adamski       7/10 
Justin Coleman       7/15 
Wakeem McLeod       7/16 
Tammy Luft        7/17 
Georgia Dingwell       7/18 
Edward Lange       7/18 
Ron Barton        7/22 
Robin Coon        7/24 
Jesse Burlison       7/25 
Marie Weck        7/26 
Nick Gardinier       7/29 
Megan Pasinski       7/30 
Jimmy Burlison       7/31 
 
Pam Adamsk I                   8/04 
Marc Wilson        8/07 
Michael Pascucci        8/08 
Paul Olson        8/08 
Janice McGrath       8/09 
David Harris        8/10 
James Dionne       8/11 
Ed Stanton        8/12 
Shauna Crawford       8/12 
Ruth Anderson       8/14 
Justin Langner       8/19 
Melissa Garbe       8/20 
Mary Robison       8/22 
Charlie Gardinier       8/22 
Hunter Silvernale       8/23 
Amanda Anderson       8/24 
Elaine Neuman       8/24 
Gloria Contaras       8/26 
Janet Holznagel       8/26 
Ella Guzze        8/27 
Amealia McKenzie       8/29 
Tuyet Tran        8/29 
Ellen Gordon        8/29 



10 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



11 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


