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Lord, Make Me an Instrument of Your Peace 
 

 
The news has not been particularly good lately. Allegations and scandals. Wars and rumors of 
wars. People shooting children and driving cars into crowds and hospitals. What can we do? 
 
On the grand scale of national and world news, there isn’t much most of us can do. At least in 
the sense of changing tomorrow’s headlines. 
 
One of my mentors used to set three goals for himself every day: 

1. See some beauty. 
2. Learn something. 
3. Do some good, contribute something. 

 
God has blessed us with a beautiful world. If we open our eyes and our hearts, there is beauty 
around us to be seen every day. Sometimes it is hidden, but it is there. 
 
There is so much in this world God has given us that there will always be more to take joy in. 
Read the newspaper. Listen to a friend. Watch a TV documentary. There is always something 
to be learned. Let yourself enjoy it. 
 
And we can always do some good. Help someone. Give away a smile. Say something good 
about your neighbor. Pray for the world. We can always do good. 
 
When we are discouraged, seeing beauty gives us hope. When the world is hopelessly 
confusing, learning something helps us to make some sense of it. And with hope and 
perspective, we are able to move out of our despair and into action and possibility.  
 
We can make a difference. One small thing from each of us adds up, person by person, day by 
day. 
 
That is how Christ is building his kingdom. His Sprit is working in each of us in small, but 
significant ways that add up. 
 
Give thanks for beauty. Grow in wisdom. Respond in love. The world is becoming a better 
place as God works in and through us. 
 
Peace, 
 
Pastor Burgess 
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REMINDER:   Please notify the church office either by calling (203) 238-1248 or with a note placed in 
the offering plate when a family member is/will be hospitalized so the church can provide appropriate 
care and prayers for you and your family member.  Thank you for your help. 
 

  

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

 
Richard M. Burgess, Pastor:    (860) 462-6545 

pastor@immanuelmeriden.org 

 
Diane Murphy, Administrator:          (203) 238-1248 

office@immanuelmeriden.org 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
9am-1pm Monday-Friday 

 

 
THE NEXT VISITOR 

Articles for the April Visitor will be due on March 26, 2018 and mailed on 
March 28, 2018.  Please get your articles in on time.  Thanks, Diane 
 
 

Weather Cancellations 
In the event that regular Church Service is cancelled due to weather events, the following 
outlets will be available for notification. 

      #1 The Office Phone service - Status will be provided 
      #2 NBC Channel 30 - Will be listed on their Station 
      #3 Immanuel Lutheran Church Facebook Page 
      #4 Members of Council. 

 
 
 

The Word in Season  
The January/February/March issue of the daily devotional The Word in Season are still 
available in the main entrance way.   Lent, continues through most of March. The final week of 
March is also Holy Week. Try reading the brief commentary about a specific scripture each 
day.  Let God’s Holy Spirit bring you closer to God and Jesus through this discipline. The daily 
prayers located in the back of the booklet would also be a great tool to use to begin a new 
routine! 
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          Council Highlights – Joanne Gardner 

We will be having “Town Hall” meetings monthly to update members of committee happenings 
and church needs. The format and topics will be coordinated in the March Council meeting. 
We hope to provide a forum to exchange info about the church’s needs and updates and 
include the congregation in a relaxed dialogue as we drink our after- church coffee. 
  
A council retreat was held 2/24 to prayerfully consider what God’s will is for Immanuel’s future.   
Pastor led the Bible study on the Holy Spirit. Opportunity to discuss and disagree with the 
Bishop’s latest paper was provided. There were mixed feelings about liking the church “just as 
it is” and or seeking ways to sincerely respond to the needs of our neighbors that will look 
different. We invite the congregation to use the “Stir it up”   bucket to add your own anonymous 
comments and ideas about moving our church forward. Look for the bucket in fellowship hall 
and or in the church office. We will be considering the ideas at Council meetings.  
 
Mardi Gras with All Saints was fun! Food and company was great! Too many highlights to 
share but check out Facebook (and All Saints, for photos).  We saw Father Mike and his wife 
do the YMCA, Augustina and her pillowed “backside”, All Saints teens doing some pop music-
vocals and ukulele plus some traditional dances.  Kids were running around. Food filled the 
tables. Perfect night out! 
 
Coming events: Our 4 confirmands and council members will have a gathering on 4/22 to meet 
and have the opportunity to quiz each other’s knowledge about confirmation studies. The trivia 
game format was the brainchild of teachers Jenn Perzanowski and Beth Ann Crawford and 
looks to be fun, as well as a means to receive council approval of our newest church members.  
Confirmation will be held on Pentecost. 
 
Coming Events: Traditional church breakfast to be held Palm Sunday or on Easter. Details 
pending. 
 
Coming Events: Mother-Daughter and Other tea party. Marilyn has her hat picked out for the 
tea and asks for interested persons to join the committee. The fancy teacups will be coming 
out! The tea will have a Christian woman speaker and is suitable to teens and older. Of course 
it is open to anyone- aunt and niece, grandma and foster daughter or anyone who has been 
like a mother to a daughter. Details are in process.  
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Finance 
Thrivent Choice Dollars directions can help Immanuel Lutheran Church. Eligible 
Thrivent Members have until March 31, 2018 to direct their Choice Dollars. 
  
Are you a member of Thrivent Financial who’s eligible to direct Choice Dollars? 
Choice Dollars charitable outreach funds can make a world of difference to our church. By 
directing Choice Dollars, eligible Thrivent members recommend where they feel Thrivent should 
distribute a portion of its charitable funds. Directing Choice Dollars is easy. Simply go to 
Thrivent.com/thriventchoice to learn more and find program terms and conditions. Or call 800-
847-4836 and say “Thrivent Choice®” after the prompt. 

 

 

Sunday Church School Scribbler 

The below scripture readings will be explored during SCS in March. These lessons will 

also be a part of the Sunday worship service.  To help students get more out of our hour 

together, read and discuss with them the lesson on Friday or Saturday evening. A strong 

foundation is important to everyone’s faith.   

3/4    The 10 Commandments        Exodus 20:1-17          Law 

3/11   Moses & the Bronze Serpent Numbers 21:4-9           Look 

3/18   Jesus Predicts His Death         John 12:20-33   Sacrifice 

3/25   Mark’s Holy Week              Mark 11:1-11; 14:1-15:47   Betrayal 

4/1 No Class Time    Easter Sunday 
 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Remember Daylight Savings Time begins March 11th. Spring clocks forward one-hour 

Saturday night.  
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

 Lent is an ideal time to strengthen one’s relationship with God and learn more about 

Jesus. We can do this through prayer, giving and fasting. Or instead of giving up 

something for Lent add disciplines to our routine. Immanuel offers additional worship 

opportunities the Wednesdays in Lent. Please attend Dinner Church as a family, 6:30pm 

3/7, 3/14 & 3/21. If you are able, bring a dish to share, if you are unable to for any 

reason-Please still come to dinner church. Try it you will no doubt like it.  
See you in worship, 

Kim Freeman, SCS coordinator 
 

 

 

 

tel:(800)%20847-4836
tel:(800)%20847-4836
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Online registration has begun for Resident Camp 2018 at Calumet. 

Calumet also offers winter and spring programs along with family summer camping. To 
learn more about all these opportunities check out their website www.calumet.org  

 

 
 

The Lenten Service Schedule 

• Lenten services continue on Wed nights at 6:30 with a pot luck and service 

• Maundy Thursday service will be on March 29th at 7:00 pm 

• Good Friday service will be on March 30th at 7:00 pm 

• Easter flowers will be available for dedication with forms in the Sunday bulletin 

Wendy Becker 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Does Anyone Need Assistance Hearing the Church Service? 
If we had hearing assist devices, would you use them? 

If there is an interest we would consider purchasing them. 
Please let Charlie Gardinier, Cindy McCarthy, Pastor or Diane in the office know. 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Thank you to the congregation and friends for saving the Box Tops for Education.  Please 
continue to save the Box Tops. Below is an example of what they look like: 
 

     
This is a project that my mother, Ruth Tozier, started many years ago.  These labels are sent 
to the Navajo Lutheran Mission in Arizona. 
 
A collection box is attached to the bulletin board, outside Augustana Hall.  Please continue to 
save these labels for this worthy cause. 
 
Cindy McCarthy 

 
 
 

http://www.calumet.org/
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Library News 

A sampling of the books from Immanuel’s library will be in the Gathering Area Sundays and 
Wednesdays for the remainder of the Lenten season. We have titles by Bill Moyers, Max Lucado, 
Marva Dawn and more, as well as all kinds of resource books and a pretty good selection of 
Christ centered children’s books.  
 
The Library Task group meets Fridays beginning at 10am. All are welcome, come join us! 
Joan Chasse, Bev Lange, Harriet Doehr and Kim Freeman 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Immanuel Lutheran Church Holiday Breakfast 

Sunday March 25th, 2018 

Please make plans to join us for Breakfast on Palm Sunday Morning before 

service in Augustana Hall for our special fellowship meal.  We will be serving 

our usual fare of Eggs, Bacon, Sausage, Pancakes and French Toast along 

with Coffee, Tea and fruit juice.   
 

We will begin serving at 8:30 and try and end around 9:30 (or until Church 

Service begins).   
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Martin’s Messenger 
Hi everyone & welcome to March with Spring just around the corner.  It’s been quite a winter 
but we’re almost done with it and we have lots of plans for Spring & Summer. 
 
The first and most important date is May 5th, our plant and bake sale.  So, start making your 
plans for your garden & buy everything at church.  We will be having both flowers and 
vegetables this year so we’re covering all your bases.  We will also be selling baked goods.  
Check out the hallway for sign-up sheets. 
 
On June 2nd we will be holding a tag sale.  We have a few rules and regulations attached to 
this & they will also be posted.  All items must be in good shape and clean.  You can drop off 
your items on Friday June 1st at a time to be announced, also please check in on Sun June 3rd 
and if your item didn’t sell please take it back home.  the most difficult part of a tag sale is 
disposing of unsold items.  We have neither the manpower nor means to get rid of left overs. 
 
Last of all I need to put out the call for shawls.  We only have one made & that is ear marked 
for someone.  We have been given yarn and needles and we have directions.  Please, please 
give us a little of your time for a good cause.  If you could only see the joy on the faces of the 
recipient’s you’d start knitting today.  See you soon and many thanks to all of you who have 
helped in my absence.  Love you, & miss you! 

God Bless You! Jan Sprude 
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March Celebrations 

 HAPPY BIRTHDAY               HAPPY ANNIVERSARY  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
       
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Heidi and James Burlison      3/18 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kelsey Yammarino            3/1 
Abigail Andrews           3/4 
Wendy Becker                   3/5  
Alan Luft            3/7 
Barbara Barnett                 3/8 
Charlene Mroczka           3/8 
Erica Soucy             3/8   
Brady Gianakos         3/10 
Gary Olson                   3/12 
Richard Burgess         3/13 
Michael DuBois                3/14 
Abby Strielkauskas          3/14 
Kristin Mastriano         3/15 
Rebecca Xiong         3/18  
Marianne Snuggs           3/19 
Haley Jordan          3/19 
Sarah Gardinier               3/21 
Diana Clancy                   3/21 
Victoria Hoyt          3/23  
True Harris          3/25  
Lucille Pilgrim          3/26 
Braydon Corarito             3/27 
Dasmel Moore         3/28 
Cynthia McCarthy            3/30 
Mark Pekar          3/30 
Linda Ercolani                  3/31 
Mark Becker           3/31 
Andrew Romano          3/31 
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Prayer of St Francis 
 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is discord, union; 

where there is doubt, faith; 
where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; 
where there is sadness, joy. 

 
Grant that I may not so much seek 

to be consoled as to console; 
to be understood as to understand; 

to be loved as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive; 

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and 
it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


