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New Life in Christ 
 
Lent is a time when the Church follows Christ as he goes to Jerusalem and prepares to die on 
the cross. On the cross, Christ died for us and saved us from the powers of sin and death. On 
the cross, Christ died so we could have life. 
 
What is the life Christ has given you? 
 
The new life Christ has given us is not just more time for our hearts to beat and our lungs to 
breathe. It is freedom to live without having the cloud of death constantly hovering over us. It is 
power to no longer be burdened by sin, but to be filled with the Spirit and live as God intended. 
It is enjoying the riches of life in the Kingdom of God here and now. 
 
What does that life look like? It is unique to each individual, as unique as the special gifts and 
opportunities God has given you. 
 
Think this Lent about what gives you life? What gifts and opportunities has God given you to 
have life? 
 
Some possibilities to try out and see what gives you life this Lenten season: 
 

• Join us for Dinner Church on Wednesday evenings at 6:30. 

• Spend extra time with your family or friends in some new way. 

• Find someone who needs you and see how you can help them. 

• Do a good thing in secret. Don’t tell any other humans, but instead talk to God about what it was 
like. 

• Pray in a new way or at a new time of the day. 

• Read the Bible each day, or if you already do, try a new translation. (We have devotional 
booklets with reading plans at the Church and several different translations of the Bible in the 
library.) 

• Increase your pledge for the season, maybe even raising it the level of a “tithe” (10% of your 
income). 

 
Try one or two of these things and see how they give you life. What does this new life feel like? 
How do you see God in these activities of life? How is the Spirit moving in and around you? 
 
And always, remember to thank Christ for making the fullness of life possible. 
 
This Lent, may you grow to more and more enjoy the new life Christ has given you. 
 
Pastor Burgess 
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REMINDER:   Please notify the church office either by calling (203) 238-1248 or with a note placed in 

the offering plate when a family member is/will be hospitalized so the church can provide appropriate 
care and prayers for you and your family member.  Thank you for your help. 
 

  

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

 
Richard M. Burgess, Pastor:   (860) 462-6545 

pastor@immanuelmeriden.org 

 
Diane Murphy, Administrator:   (203) 238-1248 

office@immanuelmeriden.org 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
9am-1pm Monday-Friday 

 
 

THE NEXT VISITOR 

Articles for the April Visitor will be due no later than March 26st, it needs to 
be in the mail by March 29th.   
Thanks, Diane 
 
 

Another way to receive Immanuel’s Visitor  
If you wish to receive Immanuel’s monthly newsletter via email, please email the office 
at office@immanuelmeriden.org using the email address you want the Visitor sent to. 
Please note “Visitor email listing” in the subject line.  
 

Just a little reminder 
Let the office know if you are heading off to a warmer climate for a few months or are away at 
school. Having your away address on file helps us better keep in touch. We can even mail your 
Visitor directly to you. Please call Diane in the office at (203)238-1248 or email 
office@immanuelmeriden.org remember to let us know when you return.   
 
 

Calling all College students: Once you are settled in your dorms and classes are under 

way; please remember to let us know your current address. Email it to 

office@immanuelmeriden.org (please put “college address” as the subject). Thanks!   

 
 

 

 

mailto:pastor@immanuelmeriden.org
mailto:office@immanuelmeriden.org
mailto:office@immanuelmeriden.org
mailto:office@immanuelmeriden.org
mailto:office@immanuelmeriden.org
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January 2019 Council Highlights – Joanne Gardner 

 
* Pastor is connecting the church assembly with speakers, including the Bishop, to educate 
and inspire us over the coming months as Immanuel continues to grapple with who we are and 
will become. 
 
* Council membership is at an all time high!  The desire to keep the flame of Immanuel stirring 
is alive!  Council completed a survey about the church’s strengths and weaknesses to submit 
to the Synod, however it can be a starting place for discussion at the next Council meeting.  A 
Council retreat will be held on April 6th.  
 
*All committees welcome new member support. -If you can help in any way you are gifted, -
please see a Council member. Your help may be at an event instead of the planning. 
 
*Most Wednesday ‘Lenten Dinner Church” Potluck/Service will be led by All Saints’ seminary 
student using a program called “8 Day Revolution.” It will be a wonderful switch as All Saints 
‘hosts’ these discussion gatherings. 

Just Thoughts 

There are rumors that a 2019 Mothers and Others Tea Party might be a possibility.  If you 
attended last year, you know what a magical event it was.  Will need a committee for planning, 
and many hands will be needed. 
 
I am wondering if there is any person reading this who would be willing to give a “God talk” for 
just 2 minutes about how experiencing God has made a difference in your life. This could 
happen at the end of a Sunday Worship, during fellowship time or in a midweek Lenten 
Service. 

 

This year, for any who attended the annual meeting, I promised to pledge a full tithe during 
Lent.  God had spoken to me through an ELCA poster on hunger that read “Dare to Love 
More.”  Lent is that time to reflect on our sin and our need for God’s grace.  I invite you to join 
me in ‘loving out loud’.  Consider your Lenten disciplines- repentance, prayer and fasting, 
sacrificial giving and works of love.  Decide to really trust God by sharing your faith in a 
conversation though it feels scary, inviting others to a service or dinner even if it is 
inconvenient or giving larger offerings to the church or perhaps the ELCA hunger drive. Can 
we move beyond our comfort levels knowing how much have been given to us?  I have no 
doubt that ‘Daring to Love More’ will result in minor or big miracles and I cannot wait to hear 
what happens.     
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  Church Cancellation - TV - 30 
 
The decision to cancel church in the event of inclement weather will be made by the Pastor 
and council president.  The condition of the parking lot needs to be clear and safe, as well. 
Simply tune into Channel 30 and look for the cancellation banner 90 minutes or sooner 
before service or Bible study.  

 

Thank you to the congregation and friends for saving the Box Tops for 
Education.  Please continue to save the Box Tops. Below is an example of 
what they look like: These labels are sent to the Navajo Lutheran Mission 
in Arizona.  

 
A collection box is attached to the bulletin board, outside Augustana Hall.  Please continue to 
save these labels for this worthy cause. Cindy McCarthy 

 
 
Immanuel has received “thanks” from: The Navajo Ev. Lutheran Mission 

“We greatly appreciate your donation of Box Tops. Thank you for 
being so thoughtful and taking time to cut, sort and mailing us Box 
Tops. It will help us maintain funds and school supplies for our 
students. Thank you, God Bless” 
 

The complete note is posted by the Box Tops collection box in the hallway. 
 
 

The Library Task Group 
Visit Immanuel's library and check out our displays.  Below is a list of just a few of the books 
available for the Season.   

Lent is on the Way 

Family Devotions for Each Day of Lent 

Programs for Lent and Easter 

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on March 6, 2019. 

The Library Task Group 

Kim Freeman, Joan Chasse', Bev Lange 
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR FAMILIES AND FRIENDS TO JOIN IN 

   
ASH WEDNESDAY March 6 @ 7:00pm Worship-Holy Communion, Imposition of Ashes (All 

Saints/Immanuel) Lent begins with a solemn call to fasting and repentance 

as we begin our journey to the baptismal waters of Easter.  
     
DINNER CHURCH  Wednesdays March 3/13, 3/20, 3/27, 4/3, 4/10 @ 6:30pm 

Dinner Church is worship; God’s word, fellowship and a pot-luck meal. 
Bring a dish to share if you are able.  Should your schedule not allow you 
time to cook, come any way-there is always enough. 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP  March 10 @ 9:45am Worship-Holy Communion, Gerry Lauro, Regional 

Manager at Mission Investment Fund – ELCA, will join us for worship 

and a Q&A Townhall during fellowship. 

 
SUNDAY FUNDAY  March 31 @ 8:30am Held every 5th Sunday, this family friendly worship 

experience begins with a continental breakfast, crafts, activities and  
music. 
Worship-Holy Communion follows at 9:45am.    

     
PALM SUNDAY  April 14 @ 9:45am Worship-Holy Communion, Procession with Palms, 

Knute Ogren, Director of Development and Communications for Calumet 
will participate in worship and be present at fellowship to answer any 
questions about Camp Calumet.    

     
MAUNDY THURSDAY   April 18 @ 7:00pm Service of Eucharist (Immanuel/All Saints) and 

 Foot/Hand Washing- With nightfall our Lenten observance comes to an 

 end, and we gather with Christians around the world to celebrate the 

 Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

      
GOOD FRIDAY   April 19 @ 7:00pm Good Friday Worship (All Saints/Immanuel)- The  

passion according to John, which proclaims Jesus as a triumphant king 

who reigns from the cross.    

     
EASTER SUNDAY  April 21 8:45am The Easter celebration begins with breakfast; invite your 

family and friends to join in. Festival Worship-Holy Communion follows at 

9:45am. 
 

 

                                    Alleluia Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed! 
 
 
 
 
 



6 

 

 
 
 

Want to know where the quilts, created by Immanuel’s Women of the ELCA (WELCA) 
go? The poster hanging in the window of the office entrance way shows all the places around 
the world Lutheran World Relief (LWR) sent quilts and health kits to during 2018. Quilts were 
sent to 25 countries and 601,144 beneficiaries! 
 
 
Immanuel’s WELCA group makes quilts year-round. Are you being called to use your sewing 
skills in a meaningful, life assisting way? Marilyn Kronenberger, Carol Kania and Beverly 
Lange can tell you more. Look for the LWR winter 2019 newsletter, FAITH IN ACTION posted 
in the hallway. 
 
 
Council minutes are also posted in the hallway. Once Council approves their meeting 
minutes, they will be in the green folder next to the library entrance. Only one copy for each 
meeting will be available so read them in the library or make a copy-remember to leave the 
originals in the green folder so others can be in the know. 
 
 
Remember to attend worship while traveling. Traveling for business, vacation or wintering 
elsewhere are great opportunities to praise and thank God with different brothers and sisters in 
Christ. ELCA congregations can be found on both the New England Synod website 
www.nelutherans.org and the ELCA website www.elca.org under “Find a Congregation”. Or 
worship with sisters and brothers in Christ of another denomination or experience a Non-
denominational service. Remember to bring back a bulletin and post it in the hallway.    

 

 

 

Registration has begun for Resident Camp 2019 at Calumet. 

A summer full of faith and fun 
The cost for one week at resident camp will be $665. Transportation is available for an 
added fee. Partial camperships may be available from Immanuel.  
Family summer camping is also an option. To learn more about both these 
opportunities check out their website www.calumet.org 

If sending your child(ren) to Calumet or attending as a family is on your wish list, 
please speak with Kim Freeman.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nelutherans.org/
http://www.elca.org/
http://www.calumet.org/
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Finance 
Finance Committee News. 

Here is a copy of the congregation approved budget. It is a deficit budget meaning we are forecast to 

spend more than we take in which will not work. We have asked members to review their giving, 

consider pledging or increasing pledges. The upcoming Lenten season is a good time to increase giving 

as a Lenten sacrifice. We have also announced 2019 deficit reduction envelopes in the pew boxes. Why 

not save your change each month and include it as an offering?  We must all work together to balance 

this budget. 

 
 

The Finance committee is also looking for two volunteers to serve on the audit committee. This 

committee meets just twice a year to review the bookkeeping and records of the church. Please reach out 

to Kyle Fohlin, Cindy Zuber, Bob Siegler, Bev Lange, Lelita McKetty or Cindy McCarthy if you are 

interested 

2019

BUDGET

INCOME

  STARTING BALANCE 6,604.00$      

  WEEKLY, SPECIAL & PLATE 104,000.00$  Miscellaneous Income

       OFFERINGS  Bldg. Use 5,000.00$   

  MISCELLANEOUS 49,000.00$    All Saints  12,000.00$ 

   Misc. Donations 6,500.00$   

Current Memorials 500.00$      

Samaris 24,000.00$ 

  2018 Env. 1,000.00$   

    DOSSIN FAMILY FUND 6,600.00$      

    CONTINGENCY FUND

 

   

TOTAL INCOME 166,204.00$ 

 

DISBURSEMENTS   

 

  WAGES & BENEFITS 109,255.00$ 

 

  ADMINISTRATION 2,800.00$     

  CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 650.00$       

  YOUTH 100.00$       

  FINANCE 550.00$       

  STEWARDSHIP 900.00$       

  OUTREACH 500.00$       

  PROPERTY 8,500.00$     

  UTILITIES & SERVICES 27,000.00$   

  WORSHIP 1,000.00$     

  INSURANCE RESERVE 12,000.00$   

  SYNOD ASSEMBLY EXPS. 1,000.00$     

MISSSION SUPPORT 9,576.00$     6%

 

TOTAL DISBMTS 173,831.00$  

 

Deficit 7,627.00$     
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Sunday Family Funday 
 

Sunday, March 31st, 2019 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8:30 a. m.  - Meet in Augustana Hall.    

  - Enjoy a continental breakfast. 

  - Make a Lenten pretzel.   

  - Make a Spring card for a shut-in. 

  - Learn a song to be sung during worship. 

- Check out books and displays for Lent and Easter  

   from Immanuel’s Library. 

9:45 a. m. Special family-centered worship service with children’s sermon.  Sing 

with the congregational choir (the song that was learned during the 8:30 

a. m. family time). 

 Hope to see a lot of families and children for this fun time to be 

together! 

     

Sponsored by 

    The Sunday Family Funday Committee 
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Collection Drive Wish List 
Show Support for Our Troops by Donating 

Items for Our Collection Drive 
 

 

         WISH LIST DETAILS: 

• Donated items must be new and unopened. 

• NO GLITTER on any items. 

• Donated items must have a shelf-life/expiration date of at least six 

months from the date of receipt by Operation Gratitude. 

*Check out Wish List Items on Amazon.com* 

 
 

Immanuel has received a thank you: 

“Thank you for your gift of $102.52 to Lutheran Disaster Response. In the wake of fire 

and flood, wind, drought and disasters of every kind, you have joined with the whole 

church to offer prayers, presence, and physical and spiritual comfort. Through your gifts 

to Lutheran Disaster Response, you are in many places here and around the globe all at 

once- on the front line with families and communities- bearing witness to the power and 

grace of the Christ child, born to bring wholeness and peace to all who suffer…” Entire 

note is posted in the hallway.  

 
Snacks  Personal Care Items 

Playing Cards  Sewing Kits 

Lip Balm  Travel Size Deoderant (non-aerosol 

Drink Mix (Crystal Light)  Sun Screen-travel size/non-aerosol 

Small Stuffed Animals  Foot Powder (travel size) 

All Purpose Wipes - small packages 

Individual bags Jerky  Gum 

Hand Warmers  AA or AAA Batteries 
Black Crew length Socks  7 x 10 Puzzle Books 
Mechanical Pencils   
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February Celebrations 

 HAPPY BIRTHDAY               HAPPY ANNIVERSARY  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
       
      

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Heidi and Chris Burlison  3/18 
Katie & David Hall.          3/30 
 

Kelsey Yammarino            3/1 
Abigail Andrews           3/4 
Wendy Becker                   3/5  
Alan Luft            3/7 
Barbara Barnett                 3/8 
Charlene Mroczka             3/8 
Ricki Soucy             3/8  
Jonathan Schomer            3/9 
Brady Gianakos         3/10 
Gary Olson                   3/12 
Richard Burgess         3/13 
Michael DuBois                3/14 
Abby Strielkauskas          3/14 
Kristin Mastriano         3/15 
Rebecca Hoyt         3/18  
Marianne Snuggs           3/19 
Haley Jordan          3/19 
Sarah Gardinier               3/21 
Diana Clancy                   3/21 
Victoria Hoyt          3/23 
Katie Hall          3/23  
Rita Kolasinski                 3/24 
True Harris          3/25 
Lucille Pilgrim          3/26 
Dasmel Moore         3/28 
Cynthia McCarthy            3/30 
Mark Pekar          3/30 
Mark Becker          3/31 
Andrew Romano         3/31 


