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A Season of Blessings 
 

My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 
(Luke 1.46b-49 NRSV) 

 
As Mary rejoiced in being chosen to bear the Son of God she recalled not just that one blessing, but the 
many great things God had done for her. Likewise, we can remember the many great things God has 
done for us and also look forward to continued blessings throughout our lives. 
 
In the coming months at Immanuel we will celebrate “A Season of Blessings”. One Sunday each month 
we will receive God’s blessing on a different aspect of our lives and share them with our neighbors. 
Here is the schedule: 
 
 

Month   Date  Time & Place   Blessing 
May   5/27/18 During Worship  Healing 
      Sanctuary 
June   6/17/18 After Worship   Cars, Trucks, Bicycles, 

Parking Lot    Motorcycles 
July   7/15/18 During & After Worship Sanctuary & Augustana Hall  

Augustana Hall & Sanctuary   
August   8/19/18 During Worship  Back to School: students,  

Augustana Hall  teachers, backpacks, school 
supplies, & clothes  

September   9/2/18  After Worship   Tools: work, home, lawn, etc. 
      Augustana Hall       
October   10/7/18 After Worship   Animals 
      Parking Lot  
November   11/4/18 During Worship  Healing 

Sanctuary        
 

During July and August there will also be an opportunity to have me come to your home and bless it. 
Look for a signup sheet in June. 
 
This Season of Blessings will be a wonderful opportunity for us to receive God’s blessings and reach 
out to our neighbors to share God’s blessings with them. 
 
Come to these blessings. Bring your family. Bring your friends. Share God’s blessings. 
 
Peace, 
 
Pastor Burgess 
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REMINDER:   Please notify the church office either by calling (203) 238-1248 or with a note placed in 
the offering plate when a family member is/will be hospitalized so the church can provide appropriate 
care and prayers for you and your family member.  Thank you for your help. 
 

  

CONTACT INFORMATION: 
 

Richard M. Burgess, Pastor:   (860) 462-6545 

pastor@immanuelmeriden.org 
 

Diane Murphy, Administrator:   (203) 238-1248 

office@immanuelmeriden.org 
 

OFFICE HOURS 

9am-1pm Monday-Friday 
 

 
THE NEXT VISITOR 

Articles for the June Visitor will be due on May 21. Please get your articles in on time. 
That way the Visitor can be in everyone’s box by June1st so early June activities get 
promoted.  Thanks, Diane 
 
 
 
. 

The Word in Season 

The April/May/June issue of the daily devotional The Word in Season is available in the 
main entrance way. It has a bright red cover – which reminds us that Pentecost is 
coming. Celebrate Easter and grow closer to God with these meaningful devotions. 
Using the daily prayers located in the back of the booklet would be a great way to start 
and end your day!    

 

 
 
_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_* 

Immanuel has received a “thank you” letter from Calumet Lutheran Camp for the donation 
made in Pastor Nancy Beckwith’s name to their Annual Fund. Calumet’s Annual Fund keeps 
the costs of Calumet’s youth programs as low as possible, it provides campership support  
when families need some extra help, and it ensures Calumet can meet any number of needs 
that can arise at any moment. The complete letter is posted in the Narthex hallway. The 
bulletin from Pastor Beckwith’s funeral service is also posted on the board. 
_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_* 

 

 

mailto:pastor@immanuelmeriden.org
mailto:office@immanuelmeriden.org
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Council Highlights – Joanne Gardner 

 

*Applications for use of the church by members and nonmembers are available in the church 
office, through the church administrator. The administrator will seek approval for date and 
room availability. 
 
*Council met Thursday April 5th at 6pm for a second retreat to select creative ideas for ministry 
2018. We will take action on “Services of Blessings” as designed by Pastor, i.e. blessing of the 
animals, motorcycles, etc. A healing service was also discussed as highly desirable. 
Neighborhood outreach ideas included a “Trunk or Treat” day in the parking lot and a 
neighborhood “Kids Sports Day” one summer day. Another suggestion was a monthly Summer 
Salad Night monthly for dinner fellowship with a Bible story and activity. Any church members 
who have ideas or suggestions to trial a new ministry idea, please see a council member or 
leave your idea in the “STIR IT UP” container located in the fellowship hall. 
 
*Town hall meetings will continue after church every second Tuesday during fellowship 
(excluding church events such as sacred days or events such as confirmation). Town hall 
meetings will provide a brief committee presentation, plus council members responding to your 
questions or suggestions. Finance did a super job in April and the cash door prize was 
amazing (just kidding, but the snacks were great). June 10th will bring you the Christian 
Education committee. Your input is desired as they consider all options: having an “all ages” 
Sunday School after service or traditional Sunday School after service (with All Saints) or 
maybe a break from weekly children’s education. 
 
* Special thank you to Jack and outreach committee for hosting a wonderful Palm Sunday 
breakfast enjoyed by many! So good! 
 
* Marilyn proposed a “Taste of Immanuel” to be held in the fall with members serving varying 
ethnic dishes for sampling. This suggestion was an immediate hit! Potato pancakes anyone? 
 
*Expect to be invited to join a new committee. Charlie will head a committee on dealing with 
church shooters, as recommended by the ELCA. Paul will be heading a committee for a bigger 
and more visible church sign for the front property. 
 
**Coming Events** Please check the sign-up board for calendar additions 
 
5/5- Martin Messengers plant sale and property work day (ALL invited to both!) 
5/6 –2-4pm Mothers and Others Tea Party with All Saints. Christian Women’s speaker and 
special music  
5/13- First Communion  
5/19- Second property clean-up day. Bring your rake! 
5/20-Pentecost + Confirmation! Sunday school Sending 
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Property Clean-up Schedule 

The Property committee has scheduled two clean-up days on Saturdays, May 5th and 19th 
from 8:30am to 11:30am. All youth and adults are invited to participate in this fun and 
rewarding activity. We will weed, rake leaves, trim bushes and generally have some good 
times sprucing things up. Contact Charlie Gardinier or Paul Olson if you plan to participate, 
thanks. 
 
 

 

   Confirmation Sunday, May 20, 2018 
Everyone is invited to attend worship on Pentecost, Sunday, May 20, 2018 when Emily, 

Kate, Shauna and Thaylia will affirm the promises made on their behalf when they were 

baptized. Come worship, welcome and celebrate. Wear something red. 

 

“We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth, 

cleanse us from sin and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in your people the gift of your Holy 

Spirit; the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit counsel and might, the spirit of 

knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever, 

Amen” (ELW pg. 237)     

 
 

        
Attention: Calumet Campers 

Camperships will be available to all Immanuel youth who attend the resident camp 

program at Camp Calumet in New Hampshire this summer. The campership is a 

reimbursement, paid after completion of camp, and typically covers about 45% of the 

registration fee for one week. To obtain the campership, an application form must be 

completed and returned to the church office or to a member of the Scholarship committee 

by July 1. After attending camp and no later than September 15, a follow up form needs to 

be submitted in order to receive the campership reimbursement. The campership 

application and reimbursement forms are available from the church office. 

 
The cost for one week at resident camp will be $645. If transportation is needed figure in another 
$94. Family summer camping is also an option. To learn more about both these opportunities 
check out their website www.calumet.org Speak with Kim Freeman should you be interested in 
experiencing Calumet this summer! 

http://www.calumet.org/
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Sunday Church School Scribbler  
There are several special days of note during the month of May. It is still the Season of 

Easter when May begins. You should notice Easter symbols around the building through May 

13th, the seventh and final Sunday of Easter. Before that, on Thursday, May 10th the risen 

Christ ascends into heaven as God’s church observers Ascension of our Lord (notice the 

stain glass window up in the sanctuary balcony). Sunday, May 20th is Pentecost (remember 

to wear something red) when Christian’s celebrate the gift of God’s Holy Spirit. May 27th 

is Trinity Sunday when Christian’s acknowledge the Triune God: God the Father, God the 

Son and God the Holy Spirit. Come be a part of worship all month long! 
       

During May the SCS will be learning more about:  

5/6  Abide in Love   John 15:9-17  Friendship  

5/13  Matthias is Chosen   Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 Witness 

5/20  Filled with the Holy Spirit Acts 2:1-21   Filled 

The SCS Sending will be May 20th. This is the last morning of organized class learning 

for the 2017-18 school year. Students are sent out into the community to share their faith 

while enjoying “summer” experiences. Remember worship will still be at 9:45am each 

Sunday. 

 
We are in need of a coordinator for the 2018-19 Sunday Church School ministry. The time 
to start planning for the next school year of learning is now. Prayerfully ponder how God 
is calling you to serve. Interested in sharing God’s Word with children and families please 
speak with Kim Freeman as soon as possible. 
 
The Christian Education Committee will be hosting a Town Hall Fellowship after worship on 
Sunday June 10th. Mark your calendars and plan to support the teaching/learning ministries of 
Immanuel. 
See you in worship, 
Kim Freeman, SCS coordinator 
 
 

Adult Study Opportunities 
The morning group will meet each Wednesday in May, 10am at the Bradley home. 

The Bible study group that meets at Immanuel will meet on 5/1 and 5/15 & 5/29 at 7pm. 

The conversational group, Pub Theology, will meet at Sliders on 5/8 and 5/22 at 7pm. 
 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Does Anyone Need Assistance Hearing the Church Service? 
If we had hearing assist devices, would you use them? 

If there is an interest we would consider purchasing them. 
Please let Charlie Gardinier, Cindy McCarthy, Pastor or Diane in the office know. 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
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Thank you to the congregation and friends for saving the Box Tops for Education.  Please 
continue to save the Box Tops. Below is an example of what they look like: 
 

     

This is a project that my mother, Ruth Tozier, started many years ago.  These labels are sent 
to the Navajo Lutheran Mission in Arizona. 
 
A collection box is attached to the bulletin board, outside Augustana Hall.  Please continue to 
save these labels for this worthy cause. 
 
Cindy McCarthy 

 
Martin’s Messenger 

     It is officially spring and the pace is picking up.  Immanuel is really hopping with many 
events coming up.  
     We’ll start with May 5th and our Plant / Bake Sale. I hope you stop in between 9am-12noon 
to pick up some plants for your garden. We will also be selling herbs.  If you don’t have a 
garden, you can always put a pot of herbs on your window to add flavor to your meals.  In case 
you don’t do plants, we will also be having a bake sale and you know what great bakers 
Immanuel has. So, drop down, say “hello” and give something to our church.  
     On June 2nd we will be holding a Tag Sale from 8am -12noon. The church will be open on 
Friday 6/1, 9am-1pm, to drop off your treasures.  Here are some details. We will be accepting 
clothes in good condition and clean.  We will also accept jewelry. Any other articles must be 
clean or we will not accept them. We ask that you please stop by on Sunday morning and if 
your item is still there, please pick it up as we have no means to dispose of them. 
     Lastly, I’m asking for man power on Friday, May 4th, to set up tables for the Plant Sale and 
the Friday before the Tag Sale, 9am to 1pm. These tables are way too heavy for a few women 
to move. If you can help out, please let me know. 
   I am thanking you all in advance for helping your church.  If you have any questions, please 
feel free to call me. 
 
     Thank you and God bless, 
     Jan Sprude, (203) 440-2426 
 
P.S. Our last reminder, we are still desperately looking for people to knit and crochet Prayer 
Shawls. We also need people to knit bookmarks. See me for details. We have the wool and 
needles.      
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May Celebrations 

 HAPPY BIRTHDAY                  HAPPY ANNIVERSARY  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
        

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Jennifer & Scott Peranowski      5/03 
 Christine & Christian Poleshek   5/17 
 June & Ron Barton                     5/30 
 Barbara & Gary Barnett              5/30 

Phyllis Walter  5/1 
Laurel Strielkauskas 5/2 
Shaquiasia Perry            5/3 
Mary Riss   5/11 
Aidan Clancy   5/12 
Chloe Newell   5/13 
Hannah Schultz  5/15 
Robert Siegler  5/15 
Casey Coleman  5/16 
Kyle Fohlin   5/16 
Jeff Silvernale  5/16 
Alyssa Mroczka  5/17 
Olivia Fox   5/17 
Payton Quirk   5/17 
Heidi Adamski  5/18 
Alan Black   5/22 
Heidi Burlison  5/23 
Crandall Fohlin  5/25 
Christine Poleshek  5/27 
Anthony Loubier  5/30 
Felix Rivera   5/31 
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Mothers and Others Tea Party 

Sunday May 6th, 2018 

 
Grab your Auntie, Mother, daughter, friend ! 

When: May 6th @2pm-4pm 

What: Tea and delights, Christian Speaker,  

Music, Surprizes 

Wear your tea party hat for a prize! 

 

Bring your favorite tea cup if desired! 
 
 
 
 
 


