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In Christ We Are Resilient 
 
The lectionary reading for Thanksgiving this year tells of Jesus healing ten lepers: 
 

11On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria and 
Galilee. 12As he entered a village, ten lepers approached him. Keeping their distance, 
13they called out, saying, "Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!" 14When he saw them, he 
said to them, "Go and show yourselves to the priests." And as they went, they were 
made clean. 15Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, 
praising God with a loud voice. 16He prostrated himself at Jesus' feet and thanked him. 
And he was a Samaritan. 17Then Jesus asked, "Were not ten made clean? But the other 
nine, where are they? 18Was none of them found to return and give praise to God 
except this foreigner?" 19Then he said to him, "Get up and go on your way; your faith 
has made you well." (Luke 17.11-19 NRSV) 

 
My guess is that not many of us have been healed of leprosy lately. But a lot of us have been 
healed. Some of us have had injuries and illnesses that have healed, and we are getting 
better. Some of us are healing as we mourn losses. Some of us are healing as we recover 
from broken relationships. Some of us are healing as we get used to a life that isn’t exactly 
what we expected. And all of us are healing from sin, both our own and the effects of other’s 
sins. 
 
Life isn’t always easy, but in Christ we heal. In Christ, we are resilient. 
 
As we sit down for Thanksgiving dinner this year, let us give thanks for how God has healed 
us. Let us remember that healing is sometimes a dramatic event, as for the ten lepers. But 
healing is more often a long, slow, and grace-filled process. Sometimes that is a gift in itself. 
 
Ten lepers were healed. We don’t know what happened later with the nine. We do know that 
the one who returned to thank Christ was blessed with faith and able to be well as he went on 
his way. 
 
May we continue to be healed. May we continue to be blessed with faith. May we continue to 
get up and go on our way. For in Christ we heal. In Christ, we are resilient. 
 
Peace, 
 
Pastor Burgess 
 
 
 
 



2 

 

 
 
 
REMINDER:   Please notify the church office either by calling (203) 238-1248 or with a note placed in 
the offering plate when a family member is/will be hospitalized so the church can provide appropriate 
care and prayers for you and your family member.  Thank you for your help. 
 

  

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

 
Richard M. Burgess, Pastor:    (860) 462-6545 

pastor@immanuelmeriden.org 

 
Diane Murphy, Administrator:          (203) 238-1248 

office@immanuelmeriden.org 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
9am-1pm Monday-Friday 

 
 

THE NEXT VISITOR 
 

Articles for the December Visitor will be due on November 27th and mailed on 
November 29, 2017. Please get your articles in on time.  Thanks, Diane 
 
 

 

Transition Update 

As of the date of this Visitor, we are still in the process of searching for and calling a permanent 
Pastor for Immanuel.  Our weekly income and current budget constraints still make the search 
for a shared Pastor with All Saints our best and our desired outcome to this task. We will continue 
to look for a compatible candidate as this process continues and keep you updated as we move 
ahead in the coming days and months. 

 
 

Council 2018 

With the year’s end coming to a close, it is time to compile the upcoming slate of incoming 
Council nominees once again.  If you feel a calling and are interested in serving on Council, 
please feel free to talk to any current member who will submit your name as well as help you 
understand the importance of these positions and answer any questions that you may have 
about assuming this important and vital part of our Congregation here at Immanuel.                

mailto:pastor@immanuelmeriden.org
mailto:office@immanuelmeriden.org


3 

 

 
         

 

Sunday Church School Scribbler 
Remember to set your clock back one hour on Saturday 11/4/17. Daylight Savings Time 

ends on Sunday 11/5/17. 

All Saints’ Sunday is 11/5.    
Commitment cards will be returned on Sunday 11/19 with a pot luck fellowship. 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

The Season after Pentecost concludes in November. The final Sunday of this church year 

will be 11/26/17, which is Christ the King Sunday.  

November SCS lessons: 

11/5/17   Humble & Exalted  Matthew 23:1-12 

11/12/17   10 Bridesmaids   Matthew 25:1-13 

11/19/17   Parable of the Talents Matthew 25:14-30 

11/26/17   Sheep & Goats   Matthew 25:31-46 
Remember to use the Family Square resource at home during the week! 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Children’s activity bulletins for pre-readers and readers are available each Sunday. Ask 

for them if the usher does not offer it to you or your child. The activities relate to the 

day’s lessons or theme.  

“O give thanks to the LORD; for he is good; for his mercy endures forever.” 
1 Chronicles 16:34 

 

Happy Thanksgiving! 
An adult must accompany children to the restroom or drinking fountain during worship. 
Our doors are unlocked and all are welcome in our building. Parents and guardians are 
an important part of Immanuel’s Safe Church plan. 
See you in worship, 

Kim Freeman, SCS coordinator 

 

Library News  
Martin Luther knew the value of making God’s word accessible to all people. He was able to take 
advantage of the recently invented printing press to get his ideas about God and even a Bible 
translated into the German language out into the community.  Immanuel’s library was 
rededicated on October 29th as part of our 500th Reformation Anniversary worship service. 
The Library Task group still has quite a bit of work yet to do to get many more books cataloged 
and added to the shelves. However, the shelves are rather stocked already, so we encourage 
members and friends to stop in on any Sunday morning; while your child(ren) are at SCS or 
during fellowship.  Browse the shelves, we know you will find something interesting.  
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You may borrow a book for 3 weeks:    Sign your name and the date on the card in the book 
pocket.  Place the card in the circulation box alphabetically according to your last name.  

When returning books: 
Find card in the circulation box; replace it in the book pocket.  Place the book on top of the card 
file (it will be returned to the shelf by a task group member). 

As stated above, there is still a lot to do, we would welcome any and all people interested in 
helping out.  The Task group will be meeting from 10am to 12noon on Fridays, 11/3, 11/10 & 
11/17. 

Thank you to Joan Chasse’, Beverly Lange and Harriet Doehr 
K.L.F. Freeman, task group point person 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
Autumn is a fun season at Calumet. There is no place like New Hampshire during the fall, as 
the land prepares itself for winter’s long slumber, the leaves burst into brilliant colors and cool 

temperatures give respite from summer’s hot days. Come and share in the gift that God has 
given us. To learn about programs and retreat opportunities, please pick up a brochure at 
Immanuel or check on line www.calumet.org/fall  

   

 

 

Martin’s Messengers 
Hello & Happy Autumn!  I know it’s been awhile since I’ve written anything but this summer  
Has not been the best in my life.  In August I fell and broke my ankle and my beloved pup 
Greta died.  So needless to say, I’ve not been in the best of moods lately.  But life goes on 
and Martin’s Messengers are still working. To bring you up to date on what’s going on, we had 
a meeting in September and we have some things planned.  Mark your calendars!  First on 
May 5th we will be holding a plant sale and adding vegetables to it.  Our friend Kenny will again 
be providing flowers & plants as he gave us a really good deal last year.  We made almost 
$500 on our plant sale all proceeds going to the church.  Also, on June 2nd we will be holding a 
tag sale so start looking around for donations to that.  More news to come, but I did want you 
to get these dates on your calendars.  Our Prayer Shawl Ministry is still going, but we need 
more shawls.  We only have 2 more to give out.  Please let me if you need yarn. 
 
One other reminder, please keep me advised of any address changes.  It’s very difficult to 
keep up on people moving and mail coming back to us is a waste of postage.  Also, if you want  
your Visitor put into your mailbox at church, or need a mailbox let me know.  I’ll take care of it. 
That’s all for now, Folks.  God bless you all & thank you for supporting Martin’s Messengers. 
Jan Sprude                                                                                                                                 
P.S.  If you have any comments please leave them in my mailbox. 

http://www.calumet.org/fall
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Thank you to the congregation and friends for saving the Box Tops for Education.  Please 
continue to save the Box Tops. Below is an example of what they look like: 
 

     
 

 

This is a project that my mother, Ruth Tozier, started many years ago.  These labels are sent 
to the Navajo Lutheran Mission in Arizona. 
 
A collection box is attached to the bulletin board, outside Augustana Hall.  Please continue to 
save these labels for this worthy cause. 
 
Cindy McCarthy 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

October Celebrations 

 HAPPY BIRTHDAY               HAPPY ANNIVERSARY  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
       
      
 
 

Beverly & Edward Lange   11/18 
Pastor & Betty Burgess  11/26 

Dave Lindsey  11/02 
Caleb Zuber   11/03 
Bertille Black   11/04  
Teri-Jean Loubier  11/04  
Debbie LeHerissier  11/06 
Edward Lange  11/07 
Abigail Kronenberger 11/10 
Nakwane McLeod  11/12 
Teal Singleton  11/12 
Trang Tran    11/13 
Jeremiah McLeod  11/14 
Carmen Rodriguez  11/16 
Michael Coon    11/16 
Cameron Coon  11/17 
Barbara Dingfelder  11/21 
Raymond Sievert  11/21 
Jamie Pasinski  11/22 
Crysta Losnes  11/24 
Milton Contaras  11/24 
Courtney Becker   11/25 
Judith Mosier   11/25 
Jennifer Silvernale  11/25 
Shirley Fohlin  11/27 
Charlain Stocking  11/29 
Ruth Olson   11/29 
 


