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Re-Co-Opting Advent 

Rather than complaining about how the secular world has taken over Advent (which they have) 
and whining about it (which some of us may do anyway), this year at Immanuel we are going to 
take the reindeer by the antlers and seize Christmas music back for ourselves. 
 
For our Advent mid-week series, we are going to have pot luck at 6:30 on four Tuesday nights, 
followed by much singing of Christmas songs. We will still be good and sing Advent hymns only on 
Sunday mornings, but since there isn’t enough time during the official “Christmas Season” to sing 
all the good hymns, we’re going to sneak some in during the week. Instead of cheesy Christmas 
Musak at the mall or TV Christmas special reruns at home, join us and do the real thing with your 
family and friends. 
 
Our schedule: 
 

Tues 11/27 6:30 pot luck in Augustana Hall with 7:00 worship and singing 
Tues 12/4  6:30 pot luck in Augustana Hall with 7:00 worship and singing  
Tues 12/11 6:30 pot luck in Augustana Hall with 7:00 worship and singing 
Tues 12/18 6:30 pot luck in Augustana Hall with 7:00 worship and singing 

 
Note that we will be starting the Tuesday after Thanksgiving, which is still in November. Advent is 
traditionally the four weeks preceding Christmas, and since Christmas is on Tuesday this year, that 
puts the first Tuesday of our four week series in November. 
 
Tuesday night Bible study and Pub Theology will be suspended during these weeks and resumed 
in January of 2019. 
 
But we need your help, obviously eating and singing, but also in choosing what to sing. Please tell 
us your first, second, and third favorite Christmas songs, and we will choose from them to prepare 
for the events. They don’t necessarily need to be in our red Evangelical Lutheran Worship book. 
The usual Christmas hymns (Silent Night, Hark the Herald Angels, etc) are encouraged, but in the 
spirit of co-opting Christmas back from the secular “Holiday”, feel free to mention your non-churchy 
holiday favorites too (Jingle Bells, We Wish You a Merry Christmas, etc). Andrew and I will choose 
from your favorites to give four evenings of balanced Christmas fun for all. 
 
A Christmas Music Nomination Form is below. Fill it in and give it to Andrew Hopko or me before 
mid-November. (or email or text it to me: 860-462-6545 or richardmburgess@gmail.com; no verbal 
entries, please.) 
 
I’m looking forward to spending Advent Tuesdays together with you. 
 
Pastor Burgess 
PS Remember to plan on Christmas Eve with us Monday, December 24 at 5:30. 
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RE-CO-OPTING ADVENT 2018 MUSIC NOMINATION FORM 
 
My suggestions for mid-week Christmas music singing this Advent are, in order of preference: 
 
1st Favorite  ____________________________________________ 
 
2nd Favorite  ____________________________________________ 
 
3rd Favorite  ____________________________________________ 
 
Name:    ____________________________________________ 
 
Return to Pastor Burgess or Andrew Hopko. Texts or email also OK too: 860-462-6545 or 
richardmburgess@gmail.com. No verbal entries, please. 
 
— — — — — — — — — —        —        —       — —  
 
 
REMINDER:   Please notify the church office either by calling (203) 238-1248 or with a note placed in 

the offering plate when a family member is/will be hospitalized so the church can provide appropriate 
care and prayers for you and your family member.  Thank you for your help. 
 

  

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

 
Richard M. Burgess, Pastor:   (860) 462-6545 

pastor@immanuelmeriden.org 

 
Diane Murphy, Administrator:   (203) 238-1248 

office@immanuelmeriden.org 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
9am-1pm Monday-Friday 

 
 

THE NEXT VISITOR 

Articles for the December Visitor will be due on November 26th. Please get 
your articles in on time, that way the Visitor can be in everyone’s box by 
December 1st.  Thanks, Diane 
 
 

Another way to receive Immanuel’s Visitor  
If you wish to receive Immanuel’s monthly newsletter via email, please email the office 
at office@immanuelmeriden.org using the email address you want the Visitor sent to. 
Please note “Visitor email listing” in the subject line.  
 

mailto:richardmburgess@gmail.com
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mailto:office@immanuelmeriden.org


3 

 

 

 

Thank you to the congregation and friends for saving the Box Tops for Education.  Please 
continue to save the Box Tops. Below is an example of what they look like:  

 

These labels are sent to the Navajo Lutheran Mission in Arizona. A collection box is attached 
to the bulletin board, outside Augustana Hall.  Please continue to save these labels for this 
worthy cause.  

Cindy McCarthy 
 

 
Daylight Savings time ends November 4th. Remember to fall back an hour 
before going to sleep on Saturday, 11/3/18.   

 
 

The Word in Season 
The October/November/December issue of the daily devotional The Word in Season is 
available in the main entrance way. Pick up a free copy for yourself and share one with a 
friend.  
 
 

Ministry at Immanuel 
A Noisy offering was collected during worship on Sunday, 10/21/18 for Lutheran 

Disaster Hurricane Response. $53 plus was collected that morning. It was fun to 

make some noise during worship! The can will be on the fellowship table until 

11/4/18. Please continue to collect your loose change (and $) to assist sisters and 

brothers in Christ affected by Hurricanes Florence and Michael. It will be fun to 

make some noise at fellowship too.  

Along a similar note, to date Immanuel’s Women of the ELCA (WELCA) have 

completed 5 quilts and have several more in progress. These quilts are sent all over 

the world, perhaps the Carolinas and/or Florida, to lend a bit of comfort and 

necessity in a time of need.   
See you in Worship! 

Kim Freeman 
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          Council Highlights (October 2018) 

❖ Outreach to our sick and shut ins continues as a faithful ministry of Pastor 
Burgess. The Council wishes to thank him for his faithfulness. The number of 
attendees at the monthly Bradley Home worship service is growing.  Praise God. 
 

❖ After much research (thank you Kyle) and discussion amongst Council members, 
the Council has voted to offer Pastor individual health care insurance, as his 
wife’s company will no longer provide this. The cost will be reflected in our 2019 
budget. Council deemed it an appropriate action given his appreciated and 
continuing work with this congregation.  

 

❖ Did you know that the financial secretary draws from the contingency fund when 
weekly donations cannot meet the payroll or bills? It has happened several 
times this year! Please see Cindy Zuber if you want more specific info. Pending 
the results of the Stewardship drive, the finance committee has suggested a 
review of eligible non-designated funds that might be used in the future to meet 
church expenses to supplement our 2019 ministry budget. The council will meet 
with Robert Siegler regarding the specifics before next Council meeting to 
discuss all options.  

 

❖  A Lifetouch Pictorial Directory was approved by congregational interest and 
Council. See the sign-up sheet on “Shared Ministry” bulletin board.  Invite  
extended family and friends. Everyone gets a free 8x10 photo, and members get 

the addition of a directory as well. You will need to share your information for the 

directory listing.                                                                                     

               
❖ Thank you to Freddi and Chris Ed for creating the Family Sunday Funday! The 

last one was an enjoyable success! Every fifth Sunday there will be a craft, a 

reflection on the Sunday’s message and maybe a snack. The church 

participation was well received! 

 

❖ HEALING SERVICE- special music and worship. Nov. 25th with Soup (and you 

bring) the PIE fellowship afterwards. Expect a miracle of healing! 

Let us see what God will do.  Ask friends, family to join you in a welcome back 

to church for one day.  Pray that the invitational flyer may draw a few neighbors 

to experience God afresh. 
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❖ Holy Spirit Moving 

We all want our church to grow. Expecting any Pastor to do accomplish that 

alone is unrealistic. Without church growth, the future of this church building is 

limited (see me individually to challenge this).  So what direction do we move 

forward to?  The days of overfilled pews and large programs has ended. What 

will that “church” be replaced by? To do nothing different will mean our building  

will be unsustainable some year in the future as attendance dwindles. We all 

must participate in efforts of community and family outreach in new and different 

ways to both serve Christ and God willing, preserve the sanctuary.  

 

To that end, how much are you willing to change? 

• Will you specifically call friends and family to special events and or maybe just 

to your house for dinner? 

• Would you consider opening your heart to our neighborhood-however 

different they are to us? Are you willing to greet newcomers and invite them to 

your table for fellowship?  Would you participate in an outreach effort? 

• Would you allow the Holy Spirit to whisper an idea into your heart for 

outreach- a needed drive, a shared meal, an event? Will you give your 

thoughts and feedback to any Council member so we can grow together. 

• I don’t believe it is money we need most, it is our hands and minds and 

hearts! 

• Remember doing the same thing and expecting different results gains 

nothing.  Is your vision for our church life for yourself alone or for the legacy of 

Jesus Christ in Meriden CT?   

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Joanne Gardner,  

Council President 

 

 
 

Martin’s Messengers 
As you may have noticed, in the hallway next to the door going into Augustana Hall, is a large 
box & display for Operation Gratitude.  In the past, Martin’s Messengers has done some work 
for Operation Gratitude a program for service people.  We have written card, raised money for 
care packages and knitted scarves.  Hanging on this display is much 
information on many different programs.  We decided our next project was to help our service 
men, Women, children and families.  We are collecting many different items.  All 
the information is on the bulletin board.  There are multiple copies, feel free to take one, 
but if it’s the last one, make copies to replace it.  If you want to write a letter, there are  
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cards on the table.  No need to put it in an envelope, just leave it on the table.  If you wish to 
give a monetary gift, please give it to any of Martin’s Messengers.  There is no deadline for 
donating items.  When we have enough to send we will.  It could be months from now. 
Hopefully, this letter & attached wish list will give you all the information you need.  If you have 
any questions, just ask any of Martin’s Messengers. 

Thank you & God Bless you all  
Jan Sprude 

P.S.   If you have any left-over Halloween candy you want to get rid of, you can drop   
          that off also. 
 
 
 

From the Church 360 Group  
On Sunday October 21, the 360 Committee handed out a few sample letters to people after 
worship.  In case you don’t know what 360 means, it’s the computer program we are using to 
maintain our membership files. This sampling was simply getting an idea from the 
Congregation if we had covered all the pertinent areas such as: 

Birthdates, address, away address, wedding dates, baptism dates confirmation dates. 
 
Thank you for your help  
360 Committee 
Kim Freeman, June Barton, Pastor Burgess, Jan Sprude, Cindy McCarthy, Diane Murphy, 
(church secretary). 
 

 
 

A Thank You Received  
Immanuel has received a thank you from the Meriden Soup Kitchen. The 
Progressive Dinner with First United Methodist and St. Andrews Episcopal 
Churches raised $301.00 which was donated to the soup kitchen. The complete 
note is posted in the hallway.  

Not only was the Progressive Dinner a nice evening with friends in Christ, it also 
helped meet a very real need in our community. Thank you to everyone who 
made this event possible! 

 

 

Calling all College students: Once you are settled in your dorms and classes are under 

way; please remember to let us know your current address. Email it to 

office@immanuelmeriden.org (please put “college address” as the subject). Thanks!   

 

mailto:office@immanuelmeriden.org
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Just a little reminder 
Let the office know if you are heading off to a warmer climate for a few months or are away at 
school. Having your away address on file helps us better keep in touch. We can even mail your 
Visitor directly to you. Please call Diane in the office at (203)238-1248 or email 
office@immanuelmeriden.org remember to let us know when you return.   
 
 
 
 

November Celebrations 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY                   HAPPY ANNIVERSARY  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Beverly & Edward Lange   11/18 
Pastor & Betty Burgess  11/26 

 

Dave Lindsey  11/02 
Caleb Zuber   11/03 
Bertille Black   11/04  
Teri-Jean Loubier  11/04 
Stephen Silvernale  11/04  
Debbie LeHerissier  11/06 
Edward Lange  11/07 
Abigail Kronenberger 11/10 
Teal Singleton  11/12 
Trang Tran    11/13 
Carmen Rodriguez  11/16 
Michael Coon    11/16 
Cameron Coon  11/17 
Raymond Sievert  11/21 
Milton Contaras  11/24 
Courtney Becker   11/25 
Judith Mosier   11/25 
Jennifer Silvernale  11/25 
Shirley Fohlin  11/27 
Charlain Stocking  11/29 
Ruth Olson   11/29 
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Property Clean-up Day 

Saturday, November 17th, 8:30am to 

11:30am 
(Rain date December 1st) 

at Immanuel, 164 Hanover St., Meriden, CT 

 
 

The Property committee has scheduled a clean-up day to 
get the outside property ready for winter. 
All youth and adults are invited to participate in this fun 
and rewarding activity.  

We will: 
rake leaves,                  
trim bushes, 

and  
have a good time sprucing things up.  

Contact Charlie Gardinier or Paul Olson if you plan to participate, 
thanks. 


