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You Are Holy 
 

So, God created humankind in his image, 
in the image of God he created them; 

male and female he created them. 
(Genesis 1.27 NRSV) 

 

We are created in the image of God. We carry a piece, a likeness, of what it means to be God. 
In other words, we are created to be holy.  
 
Do you ever feel that you are not the least bit holy, that there is nothing holy inside you? 
 
I think a lot of us feel that way. Probably most of us. Maybe all of us. We know our lives don’t 
measure up to God’s standards of what it means to be holy. We know there is sin in our lives. 
We forget God created us in his image. We forget what God said after creating the world, the 
skies & seas, plants & animals, and us humans; “God saw everything that he had made, and 
indeed, it was very good.” (Genesis 1.31 NRSV) 
 
Sometimes we do act in ways that make it hard to see the image of God we carry. Sometimes 
our sin covers over the image of God in us. Yet God’s image is still there. God’s divine spark 
still gives us life. Down deep inside we are still capable of being holy. 
 
We are good. We don’t always act or look like it, but we were created in God’s image and we 
are good, very good. Maybe even holy. 
 
Over the last several months we have celebrated a Season of Blessings in worship. We have 
had our cars, our church, our homes, our school children, and our tools blessed. In October 
our pets will be blessed. We have even had our bodies and spirits blessed with healing and will 
be so blessed and healed again in November. All of these blessings are a way of saying God 
thinks we are capable of carrying holiness in every aspect of our lives. God wants to bless us 
and fill us with holiness so our holiness might shine once again. 
 
Come join us in worship and be blessed. Come on September 2 to have your tools blessed. 
Come October 7 to have your pets and animals blessed. Come November 4 to receive the 
blessing of healing. Come every Sunday at 9:45 to hear God’s Word and receive forgiveness 
for your sins. Come and be restored to the holy state you were created in so you might once 
again carry the image of God. 
 
Come and be holy. 
 
Peace, 
 
Pastor Burgess 
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REMINDER:   Please notify the church office either by calling (203) 238-1248 or with a note placed in 

the offering plate when a family member is/will be hospitalized so the church can provide appropriate 
care and prayers for you and your family member.  Thank you for your help. 
 

  

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

 
Richard M. Burgess, Pastor:   (860) 462-6545 

pastor@immanuelmeriden.org 

 
Diane Murphy, Administrator:   (203) 238-1248 

office@immanuelmeriden.org 
 

OFFICE HOURS 

9am-1pm Monday-Friday 
 

 
THE NEXT VISITOR 

Articles for the October Visitor will be due on September 24th. Please get your articles 
in on time, that way the Visitor can be in everyone’s box by October 1st.  Thanks, Diane 
 
 

Another way to receive Immanuel’s Visitor  
If you wish to receive Immanuel’s monthly newsletter via email, please email the office 
at office@immanuelmeriden.org using the email address you want the Visitor sent to. 
Please note “Visitor email listing” in the subject line.  
 

 

Thank you to the congregation and friends for saving the Box Tops for Education.  Please 
continue to save the Box Tops. Below is an example of what they look like:  

 

These labels are sent to the Navajo Lutheran Mission in Arizona. A collection box is attached 
to the bulletin board, outside Augustana Hall.  Please continue to save these labels for this 
worthy cause.  

Cindy McCarthy 
 

 

mailto:pastor@immanuelmeriden.org
mailto:office@immanuelmeriden.org
mailto:office@immanuelmeriden.org
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Family Scribbler 
Due to dwindling interest (both leaders and families) Immanuel will not be offering a classroom 
learning time on Sunday mornings the remainder of 2018.   
 
However, it is vital that God’s church continues to teach and learn about; God’s steadfast love 
for all of creation, salvation through God’s son Jesus and the gift of God’s ever-present Spirit. 
Immanuel’s Christian Education committee is working to figure out what that means for our 
current faith community and we need your help…in fact, we cannot do it without you.  
 
We will only resolve this challenge by being in community with God and each other. Prayerfully 
ponder and come right out and ask God how you can be a part of the solution. Speak with 
Joanne Gardner, Kim Freeman and Pastor Burgess; share your thoughts, ideas, concerns, 
questions and even vent if it helps you. And we ask that you allow us the same curtesy. 
Participate more fully in worship and stay for fellowship (at least once in a while) because this 
is how God’s people become community.  
 

 
 

Immanuel has a rather decent library of books of a religious nature. Please make it a 

point to stop in either before or after worship. Books may be borrowed for 3-weeks. 

Perhaps these titles will entice you… 

• The Junior High Survival Manual (268.43 Cas) 

• Helping Children Know the Bible (268 Hei) 

• Introduction to the History of Christianity (270 Dow)  

• My Hand in His, Ancient Truths & Modern Parables (242Goc)  

See you in Worship, 
Kim Freeman  
 
 

 

Calling all College students: Once you are settled in your dorms and classes are under 

way; please remember to let us know your current address. Email it to 

office@immanuelmeriden.org (please put “college address” as the subject). Thanks!   
 

 
 

mailto:office@immanuelmeriden.org
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Camperships will be available to all Immanuel youth who attend the resident camp 

program at Camp Calumet in New Hampshire this summer. The campership is a 

reimbursement, paid after completion of camp, and typically covers about 45% of the 

registration fee for one week. To obtain the campership, an application form must be 

completed and returned to the church office or to a member of the Scholarship committee 

by July 1. After attending camp and no later than September 15, a follow up form needs to  

be submitted in order to receive the campership reimbursement. The campership 

application and reimbursement forms are available from the church office. 

 

The cost for one week at resident camp will be $645. If transportation is needed figure in 

another $94. Family summer camping is also an option. To learn more about both these 

opportunities check out their website www.calumet.org Speak with Kim Freeman should you 

be interested in experiencing Calumet this summer! 

 

 

Just a Few Notes… 

From Finance: 
With the summer and vacations coming to an end the Finance committee would ask you to 
check to make sure you are up to date on your pledged giving. 

 
From Stewardship: 
The stewardship campaign will be kicking off soon. In advance of that kickoff the stewardship 
committee will be hosting a town hall fellowship after worship on September 16th. Please plan 
on attending. 
 
From the Music Director:  
The Immanuel Lutheran Choir will begin rehearsing on Wednesday September 5th at 7pm in 
the Music Room. We are excited and ready to bring God's word to the Immanuel congregation 
through some truly wonderful music. As we return to the sanctuary we plan to bring new 
melodies and pieces as well as old and familiar favorites.  Please speak with any current choir 
member or me before or after Sunday worship if you are interested in singing and joining the 
choir.  You may also join our Wednesday rehearsals or Sunday's at 9am to sit in and check it 
out. New members are always welcome! 

 
 

 
 

http://www.calumet.org/
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Sunday Family Funday 

Sunday, September 30, 2018 

 
 

8:30am -9:30am Join us in Augustana Hall for a continental breakfast, a 

craft-activity and learn a song to sing during worship.  

9:45am Family worship service 

 *Children’s sermon 

*Congregational choir (singing the song just learned)  

We will be having Sunday Funday Family worship services every month that 

has 5 Sundays!! These 5th Sundays will be designed especially with families 

in mind.    

So…join us on September 30th for a less formal “family friendly” experience!! 
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Martin’s Messenger  
Happy September!  Hope you all had a great summer.  August was a bit hard to put up with 
but this is New England! At our last meeting of M&M’s, we made some interesting decisions.  
First, there will be no Holiday Fair this year due to many reasons starting with lack of hands.   
A Fair is a lot of work and we just don’t have the man power this year. 
 
The Plant/Bake Sale we had in May & the Tag Sale in June were quite successful.  We made 
approximately $1,000 dollars to put into our General Fund.  I do not have an exact figure, but 
many thanks for all the many hands who helped make this a success.  Our next endeavor is a 
simple one and involves our entire Congregation.  We have not done anything for a while for 
Operation Gratitude.  I was going over some of our correspondence from them & they so 
appreciate everything we do for them.  So, we have come up with an idea that should make 
everyone happy.  We are going to be collecting various items the military can use.  Some of 
those items are:  Beanie Babies, write a letter (we will supply the cards), Items or monetary 
donations for care packages, cell phones.  We will be putting a box & a list of items next to the 
office for your convenience.  We are also putting directions to crochet a helmet liner.  Let any 
of the Messengers know if you need your and we will supply it. 
 
Many thanks and God Bless you all! 
Martin’s Messengers 
 
 

Membership Update 

In the near future you will be receiving in the mail a questionnaire concerning information to 
update our membership roles.  We ask that you look this letter over and fill in the questions.  
This information will be inserted on our files on the computer.  We ask that you please fill it out 
to the best of your ability and return it to the church.  If you have any questions please get in 
touch with Pastor Burges our secretary Diane Murphy, Kim Freeman, June Barton or Jan 
Sprude.  Thank you for taking the time to help us update our files. 
 
 
 

Season of Blessings Update 

Our next seasonal blessing will be Sunday, October 7 after worship when we will bless our animals and 
pets in the parking lot. This is an opportunity to give thanks for and bless the animals God has given us 
as companions in our journey here on earth. Bring your dog, cat, bird, fish, iguana, goat, . . . to the 
parking lot after worship the first Sunday in October and have them blessed. If you need to go home 
and come back, Pastor Burgess will wait for you. 
 
If the weather isn’t good, we will gather near the door where we can be sheltered from rain. 
 
If actually bringing your pet themselves isn’t practical, bring something from them: a picture, collar, 
feeding dish, blanket, favorite toy, or just share their name. This is also a way to honor a beloved pet 
who is no longer with you. Giving thanks for the faithful departed is a special kind of blessing. 
 
In the interest of world peace, remember to bring a suitable leash or carrier. Remember that as good as 
your pet might be with people and other animals, not all are and you might need to restrain your animal 
in order to help out with someone else’s. 
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This is once again an excellent opportunity to invite your family, friends, and neighbors who might not 
otherwise feel comfortable coming to more “churchy” events. You probably know someone who needs 
their pet blessed or to be blessed through their pet. Invite them and bring them along. 
 
Here’s the schedule for the rest of the “Season of Blessings”: 
 

Date Time & Place Blessing 
 

September 2 After worship 
Inside 

Tools: work, home, lawn, school — wrenches, 
rakes, scissors, chain saws, computers, . . . 
  

October 7 After worship 
Parking Lot 
  

Pets & Animals 

 
 
 
 

September Celebrations 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY                   HAPPY ANNIVERSARY  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Gloria & Milton Contaras        9/04 
Jeri & Donald Coleman      9/07 
Paula & Raymond Downs        9/13 
Cheryl & Mike DuBois      9/23 
Linda & Jerry Gianakos  9/27 
Lucille & Douglas Gardner  9/28 
 

Beverly Lange                    9/01 
Juliette Hodge  9/02 
June Barton   9/08 
Michael Pascucci  9/08 
Stacy Strielkauskas  9/09 
Paula Downs   9/09 
Cindy Zuber    9/11 
Jacob Zuber   9/11 
Nicole Tomassetti            9/12 
Michael Pasinski  9/13 
Betty Burgess  9/13 
David Rivera   9/15 
Raymond Downs          9/17 
Andrew Xiong  9/17 
Richard Hoyt   9/19 
Suzanne Salerno  9/20 
Brooke LaValle  9/22 
Patricia Schaefer  9/22 
Eternity Ellison  9/23 
Kate Perzanowski  9/27 
Frank Malin   9/29 
Thomas Orris  9/29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


